
January 16, 2026

Looking Ahead: 2026 NACO Board Officers Share
Goals & Priorities

The 2026 NACO Board of Directors officers are focused on advancing our mission and guiding our
organization forward. Head to the blog to read about their priorities and goals for the upcoming
term.

NACO Blog

https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/blog.html/article/2026/01/12/looking-ahead-2026-naco-board-officers-share-goals-priorities


Register for the NACO County Chair Workshop

The 2026 County Chair Workshop will be held on Friday, February 13, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at
the Younes Conference Center North in Kearney. The workshop is for County Board Chairs and Vice
Chairs.

Click the button below to register and view the workshop agenda. Please note that this is a draft of
the agenda and is subject to change.

Register Here

NACO Legislative Bill Review Webinar

The NACO Board of Directors will discuss and take positions on legislative bills on January 23
at 8:30 am Central Time. Register for the webinar by clicking here.

Legislative Bill Webinar Registration

https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2026/02/13/county-chair-workshop/544623
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sH85D6IRRemqt-YIeD-tJA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sH85D6IRRemqt-YIeD-tJA


2026 Understanding Medicare Webinar Dates

Get the information you need to manage your health care costs and navigate the Medicare
transition with confidence. Attend a free webinar to learn more.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/6654973463#success


County Legislative Day at the Capitol - April 1st in
Lincoln



County Legislative Day - April 1, 2026

Join us in Lincoln on April 1, 2026, as we kick off County Government Month with a fun-filled County
Legislative Day. Participants will connect with state senators, hear from state leaders, and explore
the Capitol while learning more about the legislative process and the NACO platform.

Those interested in participating are encouraged to register in advance. 

If lodging is needed, the closest hotel to the Capitol is the Cornhusker Hotel. Please note that there
is no NACO room block available.

REGISTER HERE

 County Government Accounting Basics
Workshop - April 2nd in Lincoln

County Government Accounting Basics Workshop – April 2, 2026

NACO will host a full-day County Government Accounting Basics Workshop for County Clerks’
and Treasurers’ Offices on Thursday, April 2, 2026, at the Cornhusker Marriott.

This free workshop will feature sessions led by the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts,
focusing on best practices in county financial management. Lunch will be provided and is
generously sponsored by NPAIT/PTMA.

A NACO hotel block is available at the Cornhusker Hotel for attendees who require lodging.

Additional details and registration information will be shared soon.

REGISTER HERE

NACo Rural Energy Academy Launches New
Technical Assistance Cohort

NACo's Rural Energy Academy is excited to launch a new technical assistance cohort.

The Rural Energy Academy is a free three-month technical assistance cohort designed for
rural counties navigating wind, solar, and/or battery energy storage systems (BESS). In
partnership with Mana Group Consulting, this cohort combines a structured mix of live virtual
sessions, self-paced resources, peer engagement, and 1:1 technical assistance to help counties
strengthen their approach and advance their unique community goals. Through technical

https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2026/04/01/county-legislative-day-at-the-capitol/544647
https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2026/04/02/county-government-accounting-basics-workshop/551833


assistance and learning opportunities, counties will work towards one of the following
implementation-ready products tailored to local needs:

Draft zoning or siting ordinance

Community engagement plan

Framework for community benefit agreements

For more details, please review the attached information sheet. Apply here by January 30,
2026 (11:59 p.m. ET) to be considered for this opportunity.

Any questions, email bgardiner@naco.org.

Now Accepting Interim Policy Resolutions for the
2026 NACo Legislative Conference

Members are encouraged to get involved and have their voices heard in Washington by
submitting an interim policy resolution.

Why it matters: The resolutions process allows counties to participate directly in national
policy decisions affecting county governments. During the 2026 Legislative Conference,
NACo’s 10 policy steering committees and Board of Directors will consider legislative and
policy resolutions to guide advocacy until the Annual Conference in July.

Submit a resolution: All interim policy resolutions must be submitted electronically by
Tuesday, Jan. 20, using the online submission form.

View a sample: A sample policy resolution is available to demonstrate the format and scope
of interim resolutions.

Reorganization Meetings to Occur in January 2026

In supervisor counties, the regular meetings of the county board are to be held in January. At
its regular meeting of each year, the board must organize by choosing one of its number as
chairman, who shall preside at all meetings of the board during the year; in case of his
absence at any meeting, the members present must choose one of their number as
temporary chairperson. Sections 23-272, 23-274. Similarly, Neb. Rev. Stat. § 23-156 provides the
board of county commissioners at its regular meeting in January of each year must elect a
chairperson of the board to serve for the ensuing year, and such chairperson shall sign all
warrants on the treasurer for money to be paid out of the county treasury.  

An individual can vote for himself or herself for county board chair. See Nebraska
Accountability and Disclosure Commission (NADC) Advisory Opinion #202, adopted by the
Commission June 2017  addresses a series of questions related to conflicts of interest, financial
gain and compensation. County board members may vote for themselves for the position of

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DMAmeI3Q_IkGzirAGYjFlKi_ZxY3pKphCubc0UE-HL1ZUMjBMS0paWUFZWFZNTktCSlo4MFpWNzU3OS4u&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cb823c7dc12cf45adc85008de538e1b1a%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639040066963935340%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lPlWm7walcg2uf%2BYTDvIjAP%2F04UKt8uSteIbaHetQmk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bgardiner@naco.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2Fy5sHp9a5NkOUbyjy_0ICAAsAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.naco.org%25252Fevent%25252F2026-naco-legislative-conference%25252Finterim-policy-resolutions%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DOxbNIzIbw94LGFs3mnTtPJ6A64vMnv9JbtrF6j66ij4%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7C1103b33e21074093abdf08de4d7066bb%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639033342636257026%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TvM32ghBhj79a%2FGkoIYvSAnqMLWqCpERx9xRrvpqJTM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2Fy5sHp9a5NkOUbyjy_0ICAAwAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.naco.org%25252Fevent%25252F2026-naco-legislative-conference%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DtptgO7HeqnsKkU9wIjgLauPeyg8ovcP8NAklJ%252B9ETTI%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7C1103b33e21074093abdf08de4d7066bb%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639033342636274152%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rLranDrzfs0jOky5rb%2FB7%2Bpk5Dm9FiUYe5SMTizlfXU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2Fy5sHp9a5NkOUbyjy_0ICAA0AAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.naco.org%25252Fevent%25252F2026-naco-legislative-conference%25252Finterim-policy-resolutions%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DOxbNIzIbw94LGFs3mnTtPJ6A64vMnv9JbtrF6j66ij4%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7C1103b33e21074093abdf08de4d7066bb%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639033342636291388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9AScVXY1ejUeG%2F%2BM5Yc4agZdzi3tFoblLPpB%2BndBFHI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2Fy5sHp9a5NkOUbyjy_0ICAA4AAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fnaco.sharefile.com%25252Fshare%25252Fview%25252Fsb47211c52e79423791c40c5db5edc957%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DIcql7kwCJHNa%252F8J1kAlXtpMEkxFVWUYVzzINeKH8eVo%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7C1103b33e21074093abdf08de4d7066bb%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639033342636307571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V3dRHa2JsLIvDxeHRse4rzswGh%2B70r68QUPvjuzQqJo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnadc.nebraska.gov%2Fadvisory-opinion-202&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C165254814faa44c8a9d608de3672ec32%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639008064389154673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bEizn4t6RRlXQ5RndSsmbuTLR0Y6tw8Ib5m%2BLTswalI%3D&reserved=0


chair of the county board even if the chair has a higher salary. There are no “financial gain” and
no conflict of interest involved in such a vote where the enhanced compensation for the chair
is compensation provided by law.

Grant Opportunity: 2026 AARP Community
Challenge

The AARP Community Challenge grant program is now open for its 10th year! This initiative
funds quick-action projects that make communities more livable and spark long-term
change.

If your organization is interested in applying, I’ve attached a few helpful resources to get
you started.

Key Details:

Application Deadline: March 4, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. CT

Submission site: AARP.org/CommunityChallenge

Project Completion Deadline: December 15, 2026

Eligibility:  501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 501(c)(6) nonprofit organizations, government entities, and
other organizations on a case-by-case basis

 

2026 Grant Opportunities:

Flagship Grants

Support projects that improve public places; transportation; housing; digital connections;
and disaster resilience. Awards range from a few hundred dollars to $15,000.

Capacity-Building Microgrants

$2,500 grants paired with expert support, webinars, and cohort learning. Focus areas include
walk audits, bike audits, HomeFit® Guide modifications, and disaster preparedness
training.

Demonstration Grants

Designed to replicate promising local efforts.  Topics include pedestrian safety (funding
support from Toyota Motor North America), high-speed internet (funding support from
Microsoft), and housing design competitions. Awards typically range from $10,000-$20,000,
and will not exceed $25,000.

Since 2017, AARP has awarded over $24.3 million through 2,100 grants across all 50 states, D.C,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Many projects have gone on to attract additional
funding, influence local policy, and inspire replication. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarp.org%2FCommunityChallenge&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C938be77c4c1f47ed8d9108de4e2a48a6%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639034140664081589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EQRmj%2FVJDxy2iPIUI1BWxs%2FqidJFDMGpAqmNr6G6zjA%3D&reserved=0


Visit AARP.org/CommunityChallenge to explore past grantees and see how they’ve
revitalized alleyways, created vibrant public spaces, improved crosswalk safety, and
more.

Feel free to reach out with any questions – or contact the AARP Community Challenge team
directly at communitychallenge@aarp.org.

2026 NACO Business Members

Support provided by our generous business members helps NACO expand our educational
programming for Nebraska county officials. Business members enjoy a number of benefits,
including features on our website and social media pages. We also offer our business
members a complimentary exhibit booth at the County Board Workshop, discounts on
sponsorships, and 15% off the cost of booking our NACO West Training Center in Ogallala.

2026 business memberships are still open. Click the button below to learn more.

2026 Business Memberships

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarp.org%2FCommunityChallenge&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C938be77c4c1f47ed8d9108de4e2a48a6%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639034140664100217%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vcd0iurshaFUPaVN5AI83GEmO4i9cBCFIGE3wR9NvGE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:communitychallenge@aarp.org
https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/become-a-naco-business-member.html


RESOURCES



Legislative Newsletter

County Employment Opportunities

Legal Calendar

2026 Election Calendar

Property Assessment and Taxation Calendar
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