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Horacek Recognized as Outstanding County
Board Member of the Year

Nance County Supervisor, Ralph "Butch" Horacek, was honored as the Outstanding
County Board Member of the Year at the recent County Board Workshop in Kearney.



Butch has been serving as a Nance County Supervisor since 2013. He is being
recognized for his exceptional dedication and active involvement in Nance County and
on the Nance County Board of Supervisors.

Criteria used for selecting the 2024 receipt includes: member will have been in office for
at least two (2) terms, active on regional boards, been chairperson of their county board,
participated in the legislative process, or appointed to a statewide committee. Regular
attendance at NACO educational opportunities, events and meetings, is also required. 

County Board Members Earn Level One
Certification

At this year's NACO County Board Workshop, NACO recognized Bill Maendele of Buffalo
County, Raegan Hain of Seward County, and Robin Darnell of Banner County for
successfully earning their level one County Board Member Certification. 

The NACO County Board Member Certification Program enhances the professional
development of county board members, ensuring they are well-equipped to meet the
challenges of their roles and provide effective governance.



To achieve the level one certification, county board members must complete 30 credit
hours of educational workshops and training sessions over two years. Board members
can upgrade their certification every two years, supporting a continuous path of lifelong
learning.

"One of NACO’s priorities is providing educational opportunities for county officials
across the state," said Jon Cannon, NACO Executive Director. "We have found that the
more education our county officials are exposed to, the more ably they can serve the
citizens of their counties."

For more information about the certification program, please visit
https://nebraskacounties.org/services/education.

2024 County Budget Handbook
A digital download of the 2024 County Budget Handbook is available now.

Physical copies will not be distributed.

Download the Budget Handbook Here

https://nebraskacounties.org/services/education.html
https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/85aa8626-6116-426c-8346-175fa134f175


Visit your county on the Nebraska Counties Explorer webpage for your county fact
sheet then click 'Print County Fact Sheet'.

County Explorer Webpage

View All 93 Fact Sheets

https://nebraskacounties.org/nebraska-counties/
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/3d5fb/2b07e92a468c7f5a18005c01d8fbe267/2024_Nebraska_County_Fact_Sheets.pdf


Upcoming JPH Postcard and Hearing Prep
Webinar

NACO will be hosting a webinar to review the process of preparing for postcards and
joint public hearings.

When: July 18, 2024 - 10:00 AM Central Time

Register for the Webinar Here

Is Your County Broadband Ready?
NACO is developing a toolkit aimed at preparing counties to be "Broadband Ready".
Over the past month, we've collaborated with stakeholders from across Nebraska to
explore strategies for leveraging the county's authority to safeguard our infrastructure
and right of ways and building collaborative partnerships with internet providers while
ensuring reliable and sustainable internet services for our citizens. In partnership with
Universal Broadband Consulting, NACO is in the process of developing a toolkit to aid
counties in achieving Broadband Ready status. 

If your county is interested in piloting the Broadband Ready program, please reach out
to Candace Meredith.

Broadband Terminology Information

ARPA SLFRF Obligation Guidance Resource
The NACo ARPA State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund Obligation Updates and
Guidance resource provides an in-depth overview of the flexibilities provided by the U.S.
Department of Treasury’s obligation guidance for the ARPA State and Local Fiscal
Recovery Fund.

NACo tirelessly advocated for the additional flexibilities and protected them from repeal
last month via a Senate Congressional Review Act (CRA) vote. The overview provides
additional clarification on some key topics including obligations around personnel
expenses, reclassifying funds and subrecipients.

ARPA State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund Obligation Updates & Guidance | National
Association of Counties (naco.org)

National Center for Public Lands Counties

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uZ8wrccIS5iHtdDAGxgZVQ
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/3d5fb/ad0750e0809b5713ececf120b676c880/BROADBAND_TERMINOLOGY_AND_ACRONYMS.docx.pdf
https://www.naco.org/resource/arpa-state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-fund-obligation-updates-guidance


Resource
Open to all county leaders, the hub serves as a clearinghouse for resources that
advance the policy and practice study for public lands counties. Engage with resources,
connect with county leaders from across the country and share updates on the most
pressing issues emerging related public lands management, use and access.

National Center for Public Lands Counties | National Association of Counties (naco.org)

NACo Public Lands Policy Steering Committee
Interested in being a member on the NACo Public Lands Steering Committee?

Please contact Candace Meredith for more information.

https://www.naco.org/committee/public-lands-policy-steering-committee

Assessor Workshop / NCRAAO Conference
Registration

Monday, August 19, 2024 - Thursday, August 22, 2024

Younes Conference Center North, Kearney

Assessor Workshop / NCRAAO Conference

NACO West Update
The concrete for the parking lot and sidewalks are completed.  The crew continues to
hang drywall.  New photos coming next week. 

https://www.naco.org/program/national-center-public-lands-counties#hub
https://www.naco.org/committee/public-lands-policy-steering-committee
https://ncraao.org/event/2024-ncraao-conference/


NACO Benefit Services

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/3d5fb/f160fa89c863329525504a8f33beaddf/May_-_Cyber_Cooperative_Flyer_-_Mobile_Devices.pdf


NACO Business Members

https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/naco-business-members.html


RESOURCES

Legislative Newsletter

County Employment Opportunities

Legal Calendar

2024 Election Calendar
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