
April 4, 2025

Happy National County Government Month!



https://nebraskacounties.org/how-nebraska-counties-work/how-nebraska-counties-work.html


Limited Space Still Available for 2025 County
Official Online Learning Network 

Registration for the County Official Online Learning (COOL) Network closes soon!

If you’re a newly elected or appointed county official, this course is a great opportunity to
connect with other county officials, university professors, and local government experts
through self-paced online content, discussion forums, weekly live webinars, and a final in-
person session. The enrollment deadline is April 15, so register now to secure your spot.

The COOL Network is a hybrid educational course that includes a three-week online session in
May, followed by one in-person session in Kearney, NE, on June 4, 2025. Topics covered will
include:

- The purpose, structure, and funding of county government

- Government finance, expenditures, and mandates

- Courthouse infrastructure, Information Technology risk management

- Visioning and strategic planning

This course provides an excellent transition to the Institute of Excellence, a professional
development program for county officials designed to cover topics such as county data
exploration, leadership, and community engagement. The Institute of Excellence kicks off in
August, so be on the lookout for registration details this summer.

Session Starts: May 5, 2025

Enrollment Deadline: April 15, 2025

COOL Network Registration

Upcoming NACO Workshops
Click on the event to register.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskacounties.org%2Fabout_naco%2Fevent-calendar.html%2Fevent%2F2025%2F05%2F31%2F2025-cool-network%2F515554&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Ca8741c40f33d435903d108dd7149e845%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638791284437947514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vgNZUVt9aV%2F3y%2FE5V7WvlwZhvKMk2s9FlvwtuJMR2oE%3D&reserved=0
https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2025/05/31/2025-cool-network/515554
https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2025/05/08/naco-budget-workshop/501929


https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2025/05/15/naco-budget-workshop/501930
https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2025/06/04/board-of-equalization-workshop/517155
https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2025/06/05/county-board-workshop/501932
https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2025/06/06/county-clerk-register-of-deeds-election-commissioner-workshop/512224


NACO West Sees Continued Success in 2025

The state-of-the-art NACO West Training Center has hosted a number of great events so
far in 2025. Whether it's a board meeting, a conference, or a panel discussion, we’re
proud to provide a seamless experience for anyone who hosts their events at NACO
West.

If you or someone you know is looking for a place to host a meeting, educational
workshop, or training event, NACO West is the place to be! Click here for more
information.

2025 NACO Outstanding County Board Member of
the Year Nomination Form

Nominations for the 2025 Outstanding County Board Member Award are open to county
board members who have been in office for at least two (2) terms. Criteria used for selecting
the 2025 recipient includes: member will have been active on regional boards, been chairman
of their county board, participated in the legislative process, or appointed to a statewide
committee. Regular attendance at NACO educational opportunities, events, and meetings is
also required. Please keep your answers concise but be sure to include all pertinent
information.

https://nebraskacounties.org/training-center/


Announcement of the recipient of this award will be made after the Wednesday evening meal
at the County Board Workshop in Kearney.

Submit nomination form to candace.meredith@nebraskacounties.org by May 2, 2025.

Nomination Form

Nebraska Broadband Office Approves Applicants
for Broadband Equity, Access, & Deployment

Program
The Nebraska Broadband Office has announced that 26 organizations are officially Approved
Applicants  for the Nebraska Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment program (BEAD),
and can proceed to the Project Applications part of the process. The NACO team will be
reaching out to counties this month to schedule BEAD planning meetings in May. 

The BEAD program seeks to ensure that all of Nebraskans have access to reliable broadband
services. To learn more about the project area in your county, click here.

New NACO Medicare Team Offers Guidance to
County Employees and Communities

NACO is partnering with local Medicare Supplement experts to help assist employees as they
transition from traditional health insurance to Medicare coverage. Our new partners have
been fully vetted and are ready to help!

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/3d5fb/a434a10225dc68187f27501be15586e0/Outstanding_County_Board_Member_of_the_Year_Application.pdf
https://broadband.nebraska.gov/nbead/approved-applicants/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/78ea1c227951437c9392f49533abcfc3


Apply for the 2025 NACo Achievement Awards
The National Association of Counties Achievement Awards honor exceptional initiatives and



services provided by county governments. Eighteen winners will be recognized for the work
they're doing to drive progress and innovation in their communities. Click here to learn more
and apply by April 11.

https://www.naco.org/page/apply-2025-naco-achievement-awards?fbclid=IwY2xjawJbjjBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHeaO_5-2-841e0TykPZ1d_rpFhApRZDJFpeaA_DPBj7HuBQgJ58ld2tSxQ_aem_Ayekw05eHTPQnO-xWSzigA


Interested in becoming a 2025 NACO Business Member?
Connect your company with county officials across Nebraska and apply today!

NACO Business Memberships

RESOURCES
Legislative Newsletter

County Employment Opportunities

Legal Calendar
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