
December 5, 2025

Press Release - Gov. Pillen Announces Federal
Approval of Nebraska’s BEAD Final Proposal

LINCOLN, NE -- Governor Jim Pillen is announcing a major milestone in Nebraska’s efforts to
ensure all areas of the state have robust and reliable internet service. The National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) has formally approved the
state’s Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) final proposal. This authorizes
Nebraska to transition from planning to implementation of its statewide broadband
expansion strategy.

Click here to read the full press release.

2025 NACO Annual Conference - What You Need
to Know

Pre-registration for the 2025 NACO Annual Conference closed last week, but walk-ins are still
welcome. Here's what attendees have to look forward to:

On Wednesday, you’ll have the opportunity to connect with your fellow county officials from
across the state in your individual affiliate sessions. Your affiliate’s agenda can be found here.

On Thursday, attendees can look forward to hearing from Governor Jim Pillen and NACo
President JD Clark, as well as a lineup of dynamic breakout sessions, lunch with senators, and
great door prizes.  We also encourage attendees to wear their "holiday best" sweaters or other
festive apparel!

We're thrilled to have 100 exhibitors this year, and encourage you to visit all of them in the
exhibit hall! Also, the Two Rivers Public Health Department will provide influenza and COVID
vaccines on Wednesday & Thursday.

The conference wraps up on Friday morning with the NACO Legislative Forum. Don’t miss the
important discussions about the things that shape policy and impact counties. Stay until the

https://governor.nebraska.gov/gov-pillen-announces-federal-approval-nebraskas-bead-final-proposal
https://nebraskacounties.org/naco-annual-conference/agenda.html


end for another chance to win exciting door prizes!

All of the details relevant to the Annual Conference can be found here or on our mobile app.
We're looking forward to seeing all of you in December!

What Are You "All In" On?

At the 2025 NACO Annual Conference, we're celebrating being "all in" as a 100% NACo
membership state.

Whether it's public safety, infrastructure, economic development, or health and human
services, counties are all in on delivering solutions and building stronger communities across
Nebraska.

https://nebraskacounties.org/naco-annual-conference/annualconference25.html
https://nebraskacounties.org/naco-annual-conference/naco-connect-mobile-app.html


FY 2024 State and Local Cybersecurity Grant –
Applications Due December 7, 2025

We would like to invite counties interested in applying for the now-open FY 2024 State and
Local Cybersecurity Grant (SLCG) opportunity. Applications are open through December 7,
2025.

This year’s funding focuses on the Recovery Phase of the NIST SP 800-184 Cybersecurity
Program, which emphasizes restoring systems and strengthening resilience following cyber
incidents.

Program Goal and Objectives

Recover Systems

Objective 1.1: Ensure the ability to reconstitute systems in the event of a cyber incident.

Action: Develop organizational projects that increase backup and restoration capabilities.



Objective 1.2: Develop and assess logging practices and enhance logging.

Action: Implement projects focused on procuring SIEM tools or improving existing logging
systems.

Objective 1.3: Map networks and data flows.

Action: Conduct mapping of organizational networks and data flows to identify vulnerabilities
and dependencies.

Increase Response Activities

Objective 2.1: Develop and test cyber incident response plans.

Action: Conduct tabletop exercises to evaluate and improve response plans.

Objective 2.2: Strengthen stakeholder coordination.

Action: As part of incident response planning or exercises, coordinate interaction with both
internal and external stakeholders.

Objective 2.3: Establish enterprise resiliency.

Action: Create out-of-band communications channels, off-site storage solutions, and
infrastructure recovery plans; develop proactive, not reactive, cybersecurity strategies.

These objectives align with the Nebraska Cybersecurity Plan and are designed to enhance
counties’ readiness and recovery capabilities in the face of evolving cyber threats.

https://slcg.nebraska.gov/docs/cybersecurity-plan.pdf

https://slcg.nebraska.gov/docs/fy2024-slcgp-nofo.pdf

Please share this information with your designated cybersecurity department or service
provider to determine whether this grant opportunity is a good fit for your county.

To apply, go to: https://slcg.nebraska.gov/

Download the NACO Connect Mobile App

Are you registered for the 2025 NACO Annual Conference in December? Download the NACO
Connect app for easy access to everything you need to know!

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslcg.nebraska.gov%2Fdocs%2Fcybersecurity-plan.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C5c3d5b6415b04a487b4308de1641fba2%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638972669821778584%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7F5EOEXqa%2FO1pYJJPDilaAwST0fef%2F%2BEhukn7Rdc4SU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslcg.nebraska.gov%2Fdocs%2Ffy2024-slcgp-nofo.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C5c3d5b6415b04a487b4308de1641fba2%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638972669821802572%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PQk6Ur7Rr5yim8whkExx1TPAIhJQjNIMkLJiZVA5ZEc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslcg.nebraska.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C5c3d5b6415b04a487b4308de1641fba2%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638972669821820132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oe8Zvo695v8himG9wJPepYjC5Nyfm8CE0xhN5Ib8fog%3D&reserved=0


NAEM Conference- Call for Speakers

The Nebraska Association of Emergency Management is soliciting speakers for its 2026
conference in Kearney, NE. The conference will take place from April 7th to 10th, 2026, at the
Younes Conference Center South in Kearney. Click here to apply. Submissions are due
December 12th.

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/f6af730c7308403c990ef3f3348e4572


Nebraska Association of Emergency Management
Annual Awards Nominations 

The Nebraska Association of Emergency Management (NAEM) annual awards nomination
process has begun. Click the links below to view the nomination forms and criteria.

- Emergency Manager of the Year

- New Emergency Manager of the Year

- Deputy Director or Administrative Assistant of the Year

- Emergency Management Support Nomination

- Lifetime Achievement Award Nomination

Nominations close January 7, 2026.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fz2twmj%2F31jz2mkk%2Fnh55st&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7Cb2487a558df04cee81bc08ddf167d157%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638932150416278809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HTU6yn2upADT2jg5v00WLWFENFlVA0UbWCura0y0SOI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fz2twmj%2F31jz2mkk%2F3955st&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7Cb2487a558df04cee81bc08ddf167d157%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638932150416295110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1g0UYZHm6zD%2B2zu6OeqML6njJOLHVR7EAdMcT3vQptM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fz2twmj%2F31jz2mkk%2Fj265st&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7Cb2487a558df04cee81bc08ddf167d157%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638932150416312474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=14l7bX1ucm7oOUP%2BEfMzENSTuBQs8IrM5xc2vL1OAPg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fz2twmj%2F31jz2mkk%2Fzu75st&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7Cb2487a558df04cee81bc08ddf167d157%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638932150416329273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pQvXCxXuqPOfd1GTwe%2Flm3OM%2FVheNBQIuPPZ5gYTuXY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fz2twmj%2F31jz2mkk%2Ffn85st&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7Cb2487a558df04cee81bc08ddf167d157%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638932150416345873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8bG0MkOid4LH%2FlVjTAjyvM4Fe24sy371oNo9ydhtZl4%3D&reserved=0


County Officials Invited to Take AI Survey

From the University of Nebraska at Omaha School of Public Administration:

County officials are invited to take part in a brief survey exploring how local governments in
Nebraska and across the United States are approaching artificial intelligence (AI)—its current
uses, governance, opportunities, and challenges.

Your perspective is valuable, whether or not your local government has begun using AI or you
consider yourself familiar with the topic. The survey takes about 10–15 minutes to complete,
and all responses will remain strictly confidential. You can access the survey directly through
the Qualtrics link below—your participation will make an important contribution to this
statewide effort.

As a small thank-you, you may request a summary of the findings at the end of the survey that
you can use as a resource for your work and for Nebraska’s broader local government
community. Findings will also be shared with partner organizations, including the Nebraska
Association of County Officials, the Nebraska City/County Management Association, and the
Nebraska Municipal Clerks Association.

We sincerely appreciate your time and thoughtful participation. Your insights will help
advance understanding of how local governments are engaging with the opportunities and
challenges presented by AI.

Take the Survey

Elite Business Member Spotlight - Enbridge

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fz2plvj%2F31jz2mkk%2Fr0ik5t&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7C0e92e51ecca542ff235608de1e0b56ea%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638981231242660194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lSgJlbjr461ErCHkwuYf%2BPSiO2gA%2FrDfHyy6aieuJ5g%3D&reserved=0


2026 NACO Business Memberships Now Available!

Support provided by our generous business members helps NACO continue to expand our
educational programming for Nebraska county officials. Business members enjoy a number
of benefits, including features on our website and social media pages. We also offer our
business members a complimentary exhibit booth at the County Board Workshop, discounts
on sponsorships, and 15% off the cost of booking our NACO West Training Center in Ogallala.

Click the button below to learn more about NACO business memberships.

2026 Business Memberships

https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/become-a-naco-business-member.html
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