
October 10, 2025

County Officials Attend Legislative Conference in
Beatrice

We had a very well-attended and productive Legislative Conference this week. Attendees
heard presentations about the 2027-2030 salary guidelines, legislative updates, and an
overview of NACO's 2026 legislative platform.

As a reminder, you can get legislative updates directly to your inbox every week during the
session by subscribing to our Legislative Newsletter.

Thank you to everyone who attended!

https://signup.e2ma.net/signup/1969950/1953209/


Celebrating One Year of NACO West

Saturday, October 11 marks the first anniversary of NACO West. We've hosted all kinds of events
and have received glowing reviews from the businesses and organizations that have rented
the space.

If you or anyone you know needs a space to learn, connect, and inspire, book your event at
NACO West!

https://nebraskacounties.org/training-center/




At the 2025 NACO Annual Conference, we're celebrating being "all in" as a 100% NACo
membership state.

Whether it's public safety, infrastructure, economic development, or health and human
services, counties are all in on delivering solutions and building stronger communities across
Nebraska. 

Help us amplify and celebrate the dedication and innovation that define county government.
Leading up to the conference, we want to know what you're "all in" on.

NACO Communications Specialist Lauren Franken will be collecting county officials' "all in"
stories from now until the conference to be shared on our website and social media. To share
your "all in" story, fill out this questionnaire.

County Official Award Nominations Open:
Nominations Close October 17

We are now accepting nominations for the County Official of the Year, Lifetime Achievement,

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=8BcA0Hgpyk-_mjUFkaxEPDqVuC_DhXZIvETrsrlLCW5UNVNaUzc2MEFSVjU5MksxSThQOURHMVVSQS4u


and Next Generation awards. Nominations will be accepted until Friday, October 17, and the
award recipients will be announced at the NACO Annual Conference in December.

Click the links below to access the nomination forms: 

County Official of the Year

Lifetime Achievement Award

Next Generation Award

Hotel Reservation Form for Annual Conference
Closes Today

County official registration for the 2025 annual conference is now open. The hotel reservation
form closes today, October 10th, and county official pre-registration for the conference ends
November 21st.

Please consult the 2025 annual conference web page for all information relevant to attendees,
including the registration policy, agenda overview, hotel reservation details, and other helpful
links. Bookmark the web page to ensure you always have access to the most up-to-date
information.

Register Here

NACo - Federal Government Shutdown:
What Counties Need to Know

As of 12:01 a.m. Wednesday, October 1, federal appropriations have lapsed, leading to a
shutdown of government operations and agencies. This shutdown occurred because the 12
appropriations bills that fund federal agencies were not passed by Congress and signed by
the president by the end of the fiscal year, which concluded on Sept. 30.

Continuous, predictable federal funding is crucial for counties as intergovernmental partners.
While county governments generate over two-thirds of our own revenue to provide services
to residents, counties receive $62 billion in intergovernmental revenue from the federal
government.

To learn more about the impact of the federal shutdown on federally funded programs,
and the impact of this shutdown on counties, NACo has prepared a primer and FAQ. This
resource includes possible impacts related to each federal agency and is a great place to
start as you navigate possible effects of the shutdown for your county.

READ MORE

https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/inline/0264c660-f06a-4e53-881c-c87054a592af
https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/inline/470cd44e-de0b-4ced-a3bb-f310bfb5df32
https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/inline/b332763e-be3f-4a84-821e-fd870361884f
https://nebraskacounties.org/naco-annual-conference/annualconference25.html
https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2025/12/19/naco-annual-conference/501934
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2F9SQxeT_oxUSUQViZpPIBAAMAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.naco.org%25252Fresource%25252Fwhat-counties-need-know-when-government-shutdown-happens%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DsMaiDrBHyUU3mQxfHXAkIrvIrLh1yDd56Mz853%252B%252FRnA%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C57bd02f032d740988ed208de00efdfb9%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638949227461776268%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eVEZzbyrvAcL%2FChFJm6CKpSWSHFih8%2BwKYG05N7vkoE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.naco.org/resource/what-counties-need-know-when-government-shutdown-happens#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=793124f5-e83f-44c5-9441-5899a4f20100


As our intergovernmental partners in Congress and the administration continue to work
towards a funding solution, NACo is here to support counties, equipping you with additional
information and responding to specific inquiries about the impact of the shutdown. To
contact our government affairs team, email questions@naco.org.

NACO Salary Study Overview & GIS Database
Walk-Thru Webinar October 22nd

NACO will host a webinar on October 22nd at 2 p.m. CST to discuss the salary study findings
and walk through the GIS database.

Register here.

The salary study report & salary study database walkthrough are now available. Please email
elaine.menzel@nebraskacounties.org or luke.bonkiewicz@ebraskaounties.org for access.

Legislative Interim Studies Scheduled

Proposed initiative and referendum authority for counties (LR253) and the petition processes
used in other states (LR206) will be the focus of a joint Government, Military and Veterans
Affairs Committee hearing on Friday, October 24.

Other hearings in October will focus on municipal land banks (LR147), riparian weed control
funding (LR168), and affordable housing (LR86).

Hearings are scheduled in November on the state-administered retirement systems (LR97)
and the annual tax incentive and tax expenditure reports from the Nebraska Department of
Revenue. A full list of hearing dates and locations can be found here.

Interim study resolutions are introduced during the regular legislative session to study issues
following the adjournment. They provide an opportunity for a deeper dive into bills that were
introduced during prior sessions and some focus on ideas for bills to be introduced in 2026.
Some hearings are limited to invited testimony, but public comments are accepted through
the online comment button for each resolution. Some hearings will be livestreamed through
Nebraska Public Media.

Light Up Green for Veterans-November 4-11!

This Veteran’s Day, we will celebrate the fifth anniversary of Operation Green Light. The
National Association of Counties (NACo) and the National Association of County Veterans
Service Officers (NACVSO) invite the nation’s 3,069 counties, parishes, and boroughs to show
support for veterans by lighting buildings green from November 4-11, 2025. By shining a green

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2F9SQxeT_oxUSUQViZpPIBAAYAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522mailto%25253Aquestions%252540naco.org%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DZn04G2qnjadNUmaGabPdsrI%252By17oeFjA7fCAdMLrG60%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C57bd02f032d740988ed208de00efdfb9%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638949227461919627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PVHCeNewheOFh2YAM9TQqGtM2iZ21GGSDwVDqY%2Fltaw%3D&reserved=0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/k2hQSuGcTOCnUofhgNI6JQ#/registration
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=62180&docnum=LR253&leg=109
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=61905
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=61767
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=61152&docnum=LR168&leg=109
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=60540&docnum=LR86&leg=109
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=60834&docnum=LR97&leg=109
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/calendar/hearings_range.php
https://nebraskapublicmedia.org/en/watch/live/


light, county governments and our residents will let veterans know that they are seen,
appreciated, and supported. Click here to view NACo's toolkit, which includes resolution
templates, outreach sources, and suggested materials to make your participation in
Operation Greenlight as easy as possible.

Please email photos to Lauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org so we can share them on our
socials!

Live Healthy Prescription, Health, and Dental
Discount Program

The National Association of Counties (NACo) Live Healthy prescription discount applies to

https://www.naco.org/program/operation-green-light-veterans


everyday prescription costs. By following a few simple steps to sign your county up, counties
can support community health and provide real savings to our residents. The program helps
county residents save on prescription medications, with no cost to the county. This easy-to-
implement program is designed for residents who are uninsured, underinsured, or simply
looking to reduce costs.

NACO is working to increase county participation in the Live Healthy Program by ordering the
necessary materials and aiding in distribution efforts. Keep an eye out for further information
about next steps.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fjatwmj%2Fjy7jhdti%2Fvba4st&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cd75a8655bbdf444c883a08ddf16e0e63%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638932177194423199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3AwUkmlTOilWKkV9Pulvbin6KuuQ8vA%2BJMaL50UfX1A%3D&reserved=0


Create a Savi Account for Free Student Loan
Repayment Guidance



What Borrowers Need to Know: 

- As of August 1, 2025, student loan interest began accruing again for the nearly 8 million
borrowers enrolled in the Saving on a Valuable Education (SAVE) Plan.

- The future of the SAVE Plan remains uncertain. In the meantime, interest is now being added
to loan balances, though forbearances that pause payments remain in effect.

- While no immediate action is required, borrowers looking to avoid accumulating interest
may want to switch to an active repayment plan. You can explore your options and enroll
directly through your Savi account.

The recent changes to student loan repayment plans may be confusing borrowers. Please
encourage county employees and their dependents to start an account using the link
above. If you would like an email template for sending this information to employees in your
county, email Lauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org.  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fjatwmj%2Fjy7jhdti%2Fb4a4st&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cd75a8655bbdf444c883a08ddf16e0e63%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638932177194439979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r0JlYEXy0ljxouHqivkE8ULoFNRbI4fUEeukiunV36Q%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Lauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org


What is a NACO Business Member?



Support provided by our generous business members helps NACO continue to expand our
educational programming for Nebraska county officials. Business members enjoy a number
of benefits, including features on our website and social media pages. We also offer our
business members a complimentary exhibit booth at the County Board Workshop, discounts
on sponsorships, and 15% off the cost of booking our NACO West Training Center in Ogallala.

Click the button below to learn more about NACO business memberships.

NACO Business Memberships

https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/become-a-naco-business-member.html


RESOURCES



Legislative Newsletter

County Employment Opportunities

Legal Calendar
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