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UL POLL

Gathering Scientific Data at an Affordable Price

The Nebraska Rural Poll is the longest-running state rural survery in the nation,
beginning in 1996. The goal of the poll is to give local and state leaders a better
understanding of the needs, priorities, and opinions of Nebraska’s rural citizens.

Each year, core questions focus
on community and well-being.
Interested researchers,
community, and organizations
can purchase additional survey
questions.

Surveys are mailed out each
year in March and April to 7,000
households in 86 counties across
the state.

Survey topics have included
agricultural policy, energy, the
environment, government, crime,
education, health care, housing,
taxes, technology, and
employment.

Poll data has been used by
policymakers, state agencies,
university faculty, development
organizations, and economic
developers to aid in planning for
the future of rural Nebraska.

In a series of reports, survey
results are distributed to state
lawmakers, news media, local
economic and community devel-
opment groups, as well as rural
citizens.




2024 Rural Poll Team

From Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communication:
* L.J. McElravy

* Heather Akin
* Becky Vogt

From Agricultural Economics:

* Brad Lubben
* Cheryl Burkhart-Kriesel

From Rural Prosperity Nebraska:
* Katie Larson

*  Mary Emery

* Russell Shaffer
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Rural Poll Topics

Core Topics Rotating Topics
Community 2021
* Perceptions of community change * Trust and confidence in institutions
* Satisfaction with community services * Impacts of the pandemic
* Attachment to community 2022
Well-being * Natural resource management (e.g., water)
* Better or worse off compared to 5 years ago * Leadership and volunteering in communities
* Will be better or worse off 10 years from now * Workplace and economy
* Feelings of powerlessness 2023
» Satisfaction with job, religion, family, community, clean water, «  Civil discourse
etc.
* Childcare
Work *  Farm Bill
*  Employment status 2024
* Spouse/Partner employment status * Civil discourse
* Economy and trade
* Artificial intelligence
* Housing
2025

* Energy resources and agriculture
* Biosecurity and bioeconomy

* Trust in institutions

* Algorithms
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Overview of Reports

° ° ° ° say they drive over 20 miles outside of their quality affordable childcare is important to the
[ ] M I‘I‘ I 1' I 1' normal commute to get to their childcare. rowth of their community.
ultiple topics or single topic ‘ ‘ :
Opinions about Childcare in Most rural Nebraskans agree that inadequate or

Commun ity unreliable childcare options cause work

[ ] Ill'ems qnd response chle in qppendices disruptions in their community. Just over seven

) _ . in ten agree or strongly agree with that
Finally, all respondents were given a series of statement.

statements about childcare in their community

° ° ° and were asked the extent to which they agree i i i
* Comparisons in reports: Community T e o 5.5 Opiors e mised on whether s afordoble

. . recognize the importance of childcare for the Just over one-third (36%) disagree with that
m ‘S growth of their community and think it should statement, while just under three in ten agree.
Slze, Reglon, HousehOId InCO e, ge, be a high priority. At least three-quarters of
. o rural Nebraskans ag’:e ﬁr:tr:nglyragreedthat Most rural Nebraskans agree there is a shortage
increasing access to both high quality an of affordable childcare options in their
Gend e r, Ed chtlon, Ma rltq I STOTUSI affordable childcare should be a high priority community. Just over six in ten (61%) agree
for their community (Figure 6). Just over eight with that statement.

OCCU p q 1.i o n in ten (81%) agree or strongly agree that high

Figure 6. Opinions about Childcare in Community

Increasing access to high quality childcare should be high
priority for my community

Increasing access to affordable childcare should be high EZ m
priority for my community

pendix Table 3. Support for Federal Funding on Farm Bill Programs by Community Size, Region and Individual Attrib

High guality affordable childcare is important to the growth :!
Farm income safety net of my community :
(commodity, disaster, and Conservation programs
. Inadequate or unreliable childcare aptions cause work & g
insurance pmgrams) di : . . Ji: | 38
isruptions in my community -
Oppose Neither  Support Significance Oppose Neither

Percentages

It is affordable for parent in my profession to use childcare E 28 —

Total
Cl]ll‘l.l'lllll'l.i!! Size (n = ]DSS} [n = [058] There is a shortage of afﬂ)rda?:rle childeare options in e m
Less than 500 5 17 8 5 13 82 community
500 - 999 12 20 68 4 31 65 My community needs more before and after schoal L
1,000 - 4,999 11 15 74 9 11 81 childcare options B =
5,000 - 9,999 8 30 62 xz = 20.94* 4 26 70 xz =44.37* The community should invest public resources to support .
10,000 and up T 18 75 (.007) 5 13 82 (.000) availability of childcare in community 4 =
m Panhandl 4 (n = 11[172) 82 2 (I'l = l](-]:l] 82 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% B0% S50% 100%
annandle
North Central 9 17 73 9 13 79 M Strongly Disagree Disagree Neither M Agree  BStrongly Apree Don't Know
South Central 8 16 %6 4 17 79 R poiL
2 _ 2 _
Northeast 10 22 69 r= 14.21 9 17 73 = 17.36* Research Report 23-3 of the Nebraska Rural Poll
Southeast 24 3 13 (.027)




Survey Methodology

Mailed self-administered questionnaires in spring (March - June)
Sample includes 7,000 randomly selected rural households in 86 counties

17% Response rate in 2024 (1,010 responses, just over 5,800 deliverable
addresses)
Margin of error £3%

Procedure (Total Design Method)

1.

A pre-notification letter was sent requesting participation in the study and gives link

to online survey.

The questionnaire was mailed with an informal letter signed by the project manager
approximately ten days later.

A reminder postcard was sent to those who had not yet responded approximately

ten days after the questionnaire had been sent.

Those who had not yet responded within approximately 20 days of the originc:tNE
mailing were sent a replacement questionnaire. e



Sampled Counties and Regions

Nebraska Rural Poll Regions

S1ouUx

/\
CHERRY KNOX CEDAR | DIXON
HOLT
PIERCE | WAYNE
North ANTELLRE
N ¢ st
GRANS HOOKER THOMAS
BLAINE LOUP | GARFIELD | WHEELER MADISON [STANTON
ARTHUR MCPHERSON | | ocaN E
VALLEY | GREELEY PATTE | courax
—/’
CUSTER NANCE ]
KEITH
SHERMAN | HOWARD MERRICK : BUTLER
LINCOLN {
PERKINS '
WSON BUFFALO MALL [ammron| YORK | SEWARD
CHASE
HAVES FRONTIER GOSPER| pHELPS | xeamney | ADAMS
CLAY | FILLMORE | SALINE
DUNDY
HITCHCOCK RED WILLOW ¢
URNAS HARLAN | FRANKLIN | WEBSTER | NuCKOLLS THAYER | JEFFERSON

PAWNEE

Nonmetropolitan County Surveyed in Rural Poll

Metropolitan County not Surveyed in Rural Poll

County Classified as Metropolitan but Surveyed in Rural Poll
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2024

Rural Poll

The Well-Being of Rural Nebraskans

............
Nebraska N@ LLLLLLLLL
Lincoln :



Trends in Well-Being

All things considered, do you think you are better or worse off than

you were five years ago?

60 -

This year, rural Nebraskans are o . ﬂ\fS\‘
more pessimistic about their o ii - °°
current situation than they’ve been \

since this study began. 2 27

10 -

T

2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

——Worse off -=About the same -+Better off
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Feelings of Powerlessness

Life has changed so much in our modern world that most people are
powerless to control their own lives.

60 -

. 50
The past five years have also = ~—— 4 Y = 4 22
seen an increase in feelings * /‘40
3 — 7

of powerlessness by rural Zf/L 34

° 20 - \ =] =
Nebraskans, which were at 24 23 - - —= 19
their highest level since the *]
study began. ;

2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

——-Agree -#-Undecided -+-Disagree
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Concerns about Economic Issues

How concerned, if at all, are you personally about each of the
following economic issues today?

Household's cost of living
Household income  EIENEI 0
Household's personalfinancial s 5s 0 24

situation

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%100%

m Not at all concerned ™ Not too concerned

® Somewhat concerned ® Very concerned
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2024

Rural Poll

Civil Discourse in Rural Nebraska

............
Nebraska N@ LLLLLLLLL
Lincoln :



Trends in Civil Discourse

How serious a problem is the lack of civil or respectful discourse in
our political system?

A very serious problem

A somewhat serious problem

Not too serious a problem

Not a serious problem at all .56

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45
W 2024 m 2023
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Perceptions of Civil Discourse by

Political Views

Conservative views 28 26
Moderate views 16 33
Liberal views 43 19
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
M Very serious problem B Somewhat serious problem

M Not too serious a problem ™ Not a serious problem at all
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Experiences with Political Conflicts

Have you experienced the following items?

1. Have any friends who have political

views very different from theirs 86
2. Have family members with whom they
no longer speak because of views I 27
3. Have friends with whom they no longer
speak because of views I 25
4. Have friends and/or family members I 33

with whom they no longer speak because...

O 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Percent answering yes
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2024

Rural Poll

Perceptions of Artificial Intelligence
in Rural Nebraska

............
Nebraska N@ LLLLLLLLL
Lincoln :



Use of Artificial Intelligence

Artificial Intelligence, or Al, is designhed to perform tasks that
usually require human intelligence. Have you ever used any Al tools,
such as ChatGPT, Google Bard, or Microsoft Copilot, or not?

Not sure

1%
Yes
27%

No
69%
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Ever Used A.l. Tools by Age

Use of A.l. Tools by Age
19-29
30-39
40 - 49
50 - 64
65 and older ERS

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percent answering yes
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How Informed about A.l.

How informed would you say you are about artificial intelligence (Al)?

40
35
30

25
20 18

15 11
10

5 2

35 34

Not at all Slightly Moderately Very Extremely
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Confidence that A.l. is Used in Best Interest of the Public

How much trust/confidence do you have, if any, that Al is used in the best interest of the
public?

Extremely 0.1
Very M2
Moderately [INNENEGEGEN 16
Slightly GG 31
Not atall | 51
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Trust/Confidence in A.l. by How Informed

about A.l.

Confidence A.l is Being Used in Best Interest of the Public by How
Informed about A.l.

Not at all or slightly T TOF
Moderately

Very or extremely

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

B Not at all or slightly
B Moderately
® Very or extremely
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Case Study using Rural Poll Data

Problem: Filling out county permits is difficult for residents and businesses.
Staff time is devoted to explaining the permits and correcting permits not filled out
correctly. This has resulted in dissatisfaction and wasted staff time.

Solution: An LLM-powered Al Chatbot

The county staff has proposed implementing an Al chatbot (powered by GPT-40) to
support filling out permits for $1,000 per year.

How much trust/confidence do you have, if any, that Al is used i

What the Al Chatbot Can Do: the best interest of the public?
*Instant Q&A: Provide immediate answers to various inquiries. Extremely 0.1

*24/7 Availability: Offer support outside of normal business hours. Very M2

*Bilingual Communication: Converse in both English and Spanish. VI TR g s—

*Data-Driven Insights: Tracks common questions, allowing the
community to understand what information users seek most and
potentially refine website content or services. Not atall

Slightly GG 31
51

0 10 20 30 40 50

Question: Given the results on the Rural Poll data about rural Nebraskans’ perceptions
about Al, what considerations would you want to make before approving the Al

Chatbot? ENE RURAL POLL

Case based on Covington, KY, implementation of Al Chatbot https://www.govtech.com/biz/data/llm-on-a-budget-how-small-cities-are-leveraging-ai



https://www.govtech.com/biz/data/llm-on-a-budget-how-small-cities-are-leveraging-ai

2024

Rural Poll

Perceptions of Housing
in Rural Nebraska

||||||||||||
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Ratings of Adequacy of Housing in Communities,

2016 and 2024

How would you rate the following housing characteristics in your local community?

Number of (quality) safe and affordable apartments available _ 24
for rent 22
Number of move-in ready homes available for rent _18 22
Number of move-in ready homes available for purchase m 40
Number of apartments available for rent _527
Number of homes available for rent _19 23
Number of existing homes available for purchase _30 39
Construction of new homes T

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
% rating each as "adequate"

H 2016 W 2024 ENT RURAL POLL



Adequacy of Existing Homes Available for

Purchase by Region

Southeast
Northeast
South Central ! 30 G/

North Central

Panhandle

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

® None available ®m Not enough ®m Adequate m More than enough B Don't know
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Perceptions of Housing in Communities

Please rate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statements
regarding housing in your community.

High quality affordable housing is important to the 40 47
growth of my community.

Inadequate housing options result in worker shortages
iy Community. 1

It is affordable for a person working in my profession
to purchase a home in my community.

The community should invest public resources to
Jabil ne . 36 164
support the availability of housing in community. - -

Businesses in my community have problems recruiting
workers because of the lack of housing.

W
I

16 14 27

4 20 30 16 16

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
W Strongly Disagree M Disagree M Neither Agree W Strongly Agree ® Don't know N SURALPOLL



2024

Rural Poll

Insights into Community Prosperity,
Well-being, and Future Direction

||||||||||||
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2021 Metro and Rural Confidence in

Institutions

Public safety agencies in community [ - -
Public schools (K - 12) in community | —————————— 25
I:> Voting and election systems in county —HW
Local/municipal govt T 12

|:>‘u’n::ting and election systems across nation [ —- 2

Governor and state executive branch ‘5 8
State court system _55
|:> Presidency and executive branch | — 12
I:> U.S. Supreme Court and federal court systerm | —"m©

State legislature and unicameral  [Js 4

U.S. Senate =

U.S. House of Representatives [ 2

0 10 20 30 40 RNE
RURAL POLL

% answering "a great deal”

H Metro Poll B Rural Poll



Rural Confidence in Institutions 2017 &

2021

I:> Public safety agencies in commiunity

Public schools (K - 12) in comimunity

Voting and election systems in county
I:> Presidency and executive branch

Local/municipal govt

Voting and election systems across nation
Governor and state executive branch
State court system

State legislature and unicameral
5. Supreme Court and federal court system

U.%. House of Representatives
U5 Senate

a0

£

0 10 20 30 &0

% answering "a great deal”
2017 m2021
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Satisfaction with Community Services

Satisfaction with Community Attributes and Services
(Percent of Respondents Very or Somewhat Satisfied)

70 Safety & governance

—_—

> Health & human care Housing Education

50
Infrastructure

45

40
Culture & commerce

35
30
25

20
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

—Safety and Governance —Infrastructure —Health and Human Care — Education —Culture and Commerce —Housing
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Satisfaction with Community Services

Satisfaction with Community Attributes and Services

(Percent of Respondents Very or Somewhat Satisfied)

70 Safety & governance

60

55 —

Health & human care sing Education
50 _ Housing dip#1

Infrastructure
45 \/ \/ < ) <~
—

40 Culture & commerce ousing dip#2
35 NN
30
25
20

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

—Safety and Governance —Infrastructure —Health and Human Care — Education —Culture and Commerce —Housing
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Opinions about Community

Please rate the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statements
regarding your community.

| have a good bond with others in this community TS 42

| feel connected to this community HENEINENEEZ2e 39

People in this community are good at influencing each other IS 43 8 |
* | have a say about what goes on in my community 25 4

| belong in this community EEER2S 39

| feel like a member of this community S 42

This community helps me fulfill my needs HENA 2 40 8 |

| can get what | need in this community AN 44 9 |

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

N RURAL POLL

M Strongly Disagree M Disagree M Neither Agree M Strongly Agree



Nebraska Rural Poll and All Things Nebraska

All Things Nebraska

* Link in Tools Section of Menu Bar or N smicmemaa =
on Tool Gallery Page

Nebraska Rural Poll Interactive Report

* https://go.unl.edu/ruralpolltoolatn

1. Location 2. Data Indicators 3. Reports

=N SRR GIEIM &= Rural Poll Region = Rural Prosperity Region 2 Community College Region

= Economic Development Regicn  iE Engagement Zone i County

Rural Nebraska Total List Assessment Location
Rural Nebraska Report Location

Rural Nebraska
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https://go.unl.edu/ruralpolltoolatn

Question and reflections

Are there any data trends you finding intriguing or
Interesting?

What topics should be asked in 2026 and beyond?

Further Information

Website: ruralpoll.unl.edu
X: @NERuralPoll

Contact:
Rebecca Vogt rvogt2@unl.edu

UNIVERSITY J OF
NebYaSka The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based upon any QN rurs Pou
Lincoln” protected status. Please see go.unl.edu/nondiscrimination © 2024 A
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