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Governor Pillen Signs Executive Order on
Study of Emergency Radio Systems

This week, Governor Pillen signed an executive order creating a task force to
study emergency radio systems statewide. The development of this task force is
due in large part to the local leaders who raised concerns about gaps in
communication during the Morrill and Cottonwood fires this spring.

 

Planning Today for Tomorrow’s Needs:
Technology with Purpose and Guardrails

Technology continues to create opportunities for counties to improve efficiency,
reduce costs, and better serve residents. From artificial intelligence (AI) and
cybersecurity tools to online services that improve public access, technology
investments can help counties streamline operations and make the most of
limited resources.

As counties explore these opportunities, it is equally important to establish
appropriate guardrails. Clear expectations around data security, responsible AI
use, accessibility, costs, and vendor accountability can help ensure technology
supports county operations while protecting public resources and maintaining
public trust.

Check out our newest blog post from NACO Deputy Director Candace Meredith
about the practical steps counties can take to maximize technology investments. 

NACO Blog
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Counties - Foundation of the Nation -
Register for the NACO Annual Conference!

We’re excited to announce the theme of this year’s
NACO Annual Conference: Counties – Foundation of
the Nation. The theme reflects our celebration of
America’s 250th and highlights the integral part that
counties play in laying the foundation for thriving
communities across the nation.

Registration closes November 20th, so please be sure
to sign up as soon as you can!

Register Here!

 

Negotiated an energy or data center
agreement? NACo wants to hear from you

Counties are on the front lines of a changing U.S. energy sector. To help counties
navigate today's energy landscape, NACo is launching a new initiative to build
tools, training, and educational resources to help counties apply community-
informed development practices and secure real benefits for residents from
energy and data center projects.

NACo is hosting a series of virtual listening sessions with county leaders who
have negotiated agreements with energy project or data center developers.
These small-group, one-hour conversations are a chance to share your story and
what you face at the negotiating table. These discussions will directly inform the
resources and trainings NACo develops for counties across the country. Separate
sessions will focus on energy generation/infrastructure projects and on data
centers.

SIGN UP TO TAKE PART IN A LISTENING SESSION

Once you have completed the sign-up form, NACo staff will reach out in the
coming days to confirm a particular listening session based on the availability you
indicate in the form.

Available sessions (all times listed in Eastern Daylight Time):

Thursday, Oct. 22, 2pm to 3pm ET

Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2pm to 3pm ET

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraskacounties.org%2Fnaco-annual-conference%2Fannualconference26.html&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cf0ca566baaad40eef78108df253eac06%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639270623260304066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QVvlYo8fQsc9KcaDMI2%2FWX2yYhCkjK2YGN9lNHYOzUk%3D&reserved=0
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Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2pm to 3pm ET

Thursday, Nov. 5, 2pm to 3pm ET

 

Nominations for Annual County Official
Awards Close TODAY!

Time is running out to submit your nominations for the annual county official
awards, which we'll announce at the 2026 NACO Annual Conference in Kearney.
These awards are an excellent opportunity to celebrate the hard work and
dedication of Nebraska’s county officials.

Click the link below to view and fill out a nomination form: 

County Official of the Year

Next Generation Award

Lifetime Achievement

As a reminder, nominations must be submitted to
Candace.Meredith@NebraskaCounties.org by the end of the day.

 

Updated LB663 Land Use Toolkit Now
Available on NACO Website

NACO has updated the 2026 Land Use Permit Toolkit with additional content. The
new section, "County Zoning Maps: Modernization and Accessibility," explains
what a county zoning map is, summarizes pertinent statutes, details the
conversion of paper zoning maps to GIS-based zoning maps, and discusses
shared GIS services in general. NACO expects to further amend the Land Use
Permit Toolkit with up-to-date content as we meet with county officials at district
meetings and continue working with the Land Use Committee.

The most current Land Use Permit Toolkit can be found here.

 

Interim Study Special Hearing Schedule

The Legislature’s standing committees have begun scheduling public hearings
on issues designated for study over the interim. The legislative resolutions are
introduced by senators during the regular session. Ideas generated from the
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studies are often introduced as legislation in the following session. A full list of the
resolutions can be found here, and hearings are here.

Here are some of the hearings of interest to counties. Note that other studies may
be heard at the same hearing. Hearings held at the State Capitol are generally
livestreamed on Nebraska Public Media.

November 5, 2026, 9:30 a.m.

Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee, Room 1507

LR384 ( Sanders) Interim study to review the Licensing of Truth and Deception
Examiners Act and any rules and regulations for truth and deception examiners
in furtherance of the purposes of the Occupational Board Reform Act

LR385 (Sanders) Interim study to examine any issues within the jurisdiction of the
Government, Military and Veterans Affairs Committee of the Legislature that may
arise in the interim

November 6, 2026, 10:00 a.m.

Urban Affairs Committee, Room 1510

LR415 (Conrad) Interim study to examine current practices under Nebraska law
related to the designation of real property as blighted and substandard

LR407 (McKinney) Interim study to examine revitalization of urban areas and how
cities and villages may utilize the role of culture as a driver of economic
development, workforce attraction, tourism, and community revitalization in
Nebraska

LR419 ( Urban Affairs Committee) Interim study to examine volunteer burnout on
municipal boards and commissions and identify specific municipal boards or
commissions that could effectively function with a reduced number of members

LR467 (McKinney) Interim study to examine strategies, policies, and investments
that cities, villages, and the State of Nebraska may use to make the state more
attractive to young people

 

Mark Your Calendars! NACO's 2027 Event
Dates Now Available

Get a jump on your 2027 schedule! All of NACO's 2027 events are now posted on
the event calendar on our website. Click the button below to view the calendar.

2027 NACO Events
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Savi & NACO Quarter 3 Update, Impact, and
October Policy Briefing



 

NACO Business Memberships



Support provided by our generous business members helps NACO expand our
educational programming for Nebraska county officials. Business members enjoy
a number of benefits, including features on our website and social media pages.
We also offer our business members discounts on sponsorships and 15% off the
cost of booking our NACO West Training Center in Ogallala.

2027 NACO Business Memberships are now open on our website! Click here to
learn more.

NACO Business Memberships
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RESOURCES



Legislative Newsletter

County Employment Opportunities

August 2026-August 2027 Legal Calendar

2026 Election Calendar

Property Assessment and Taxation Calendar
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