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Congratulations to the Recipients of the 2026
NACO Scholarship!



Joint Public Hearing Refresher Webinar

Join us on July 24 at 2:00 p.m. Central Time for a refresher webinar reviewing new
legislation, preparing the pink postcard, and conducting the joint public hearing.

Candace Meredith will follow up with County Clerks in the next couple of weeks regarding
printer designation and estimated postcard costs for counties interested in working through
NACO.

Register Here

USDA Announces $44 million in Rural Broadband
Connectivity Grant Opportunities for FY 2026

On May 13, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced available grant funding under
the Community Connect Grant Program for Fiscal Year (FY) 2026. Earlier this month, USDA also
released a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT)
Grant Program for FY 2026. In total, $44 million is available in financial assistance between these
two programs. 

Together, both programs provide opportunities to help rural communities expand broadband
access, strengthen telehealth services, and improve educational opportunities across rural America.
Eligible applicants for grant funding include counties, internet service providers, and other eligible
entities. 

Visit NACo's website to learn more about these funding opportunities.

NACo: USDA Grant Opportunities

From NACo - Bridging the Gap for Surface
Transportation: Why Counties Need a Stronger

Federal Investment Partnership

America’s surface transportation system connects our communities and powers the national
economy, yet its roads face a $684 billion funding gap over the next decade. Counties own
and maintain 44% of public roads and 38% of bridges, infrastructure essential not only for
daily travel but also for economic competitiveness, national security and quality of life. As
supply chains grow more complex and freight movement increases, our roads are carrying
more traffic and heavier loads than ever before. Yet as demands grow and construction costs

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xUdiU6sCTm6V_WyDgCkuKg
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-05-13/pdf/2026-09555.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/b66765e2-37d0-411a-a66d-6f822d8b07fd/attachments/1e36ef4c-fec1-4051-bed3-2c9983511e7b/FY2026_DLT_NOFO.pdf
https://www.naco.org/news/usda-announces-44-million-rural-broadband-connectivity-grant-opportunities-fy-2026#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=6a2425ec-a27d-4168-83b2-42c244d30100
https://www.naco.org/news/usda-announces-44-million-rural-broadband-connectivity-grant-opportunities-fy-2026#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=6a2425ec-a27d-4168-83b2-42c244d30100


skyrocket, this locally owned infrastructure is deteriorating rapidly. Check out NACo's full
Transportation Reauthorization brief by clicking the button below.

NACo Transportation Reauthorization

AFAN Scholarship for North American Manure
Expo Available to County Officials

https://www.naco.org/sites/default/files/2026-05/TransportationFlyinBrief_v10-print.pdf


Email Mindy - mindyr@a-fan.org

mailto:


Eakes Office Solutions 2026 County Envelope Sale
Open Until June 30th

Eakes Office Solutions is running a sale on custom-printed business envelopes. Prices listed
below are good through June 30, 2026.

Fill out an order form here!

Eakes Order Form

Strengthen Your Community Impact Through

https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/23fa09ba-c561-4dcc-b821-51f2791f2948
https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/23fa09ba-c561-4dcc-b821-51f2791f2948


Early Childhood Leadership

The application window is open for the 2025–26 Nebraska Early Childhood Policy Leadership
Academy. This program equips local leaders, including county officials and community
partners, with the tools to engage in public policy discussions affecting child care access,
workforce participation, and community well-being. Join a statewide network working to
strengthen Nebraska communities. Meals, mileage, and lodging expenses are reimbursed.
Applications close June 12. Learn more at https://firstfivenebraska.org/advocacy/pla/.

Registration Open for Thriving Children, Families,
and Communities Conference

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstfivenebraska.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fpla%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C7fd7f14a46fa4bae753d08debbf4fe02%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639154858185677369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L76qDOM10RVhpUh87R7relKeComRz7%2FlcpBN1x5w7AQ%3D&reserved=0


Registration is now open for the Thriving Children, Families, and Communities Conference!

Big conversations. Even bigger ideas. Join hundreds of people working for Nebraska’s future.

This conference brings together people from across Nebraska who know that thriving
communities don’t happen by accident. They happen when educators, child care providers,
business leaders, health professionals, advocates, nonprofits, and local champions come
together to focus on Nebraska’s most pressing early childhood challenges.

This year will feature inspiring speakers, practical breakout sessions, real stories from
Nebraska communities, and plenty of opportunities to connect with others doing meaningful
work in early childhood across the state.

Here’s what to know:
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026
Younes Conference Center North
Kearney, Nebraska

Even better? It’s free to attend.

Visit the conference website to register.

2026 NACO Business Members

Support provided by our generous business members helps NACO expand our educational
programming for Nebraska county officials. Business members enjoy a number of benefits,
including features on our website and social media pages. We also offer our business
members discounts on sponsorships and 15% off the cost of booking our NACO West Training
Center in Ogallala.

2026 business memberships are still open. Click the button below to learn more.

2026 Business Memberships

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmandrillapp.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%2F30907097%2Fthrivingchildrenconference.vfairs.com%3Fp%3DeyJzIjoiVF9vRUY3TmpaLVc0ajhLY1NzTW1HRTlSSHlJIiwidiI6MiwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDkwNzA5NyxcInZcIjoyLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3Rocml2aW5nY2hpbGRyZW5jb25mZXJlbmNlLnZmYWlycy5jb21cXFwvXCIsXCJpZFwiOlwiOWM0ZTM0YmU0MzQ5NDkxODg5MWQ5NmUyODQ5NmQxZmRcIixcInVybF9pZHNcIjpbXCI5ZDg1ODNhMjJmYWM0NDNiMDQ3YTM3YTI5MGNiMGQ0N2VhYWVmNDVjXCJdLFwibXNnX3RzXCI6MTc3ODc4NTg4OX0ifQ&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cc45ee45b240e4b5bf31408deb1f18d03%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639143848187882536%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wbxh%2BpCf9gIy6x8%2FMInc9UAS31KuRBEeIksWwmOfTV0%3D&reserved=0
https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/become-a-naco-business-member.html
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Legislative Newsletter

County Employment Opportunities

Legal Calendar

2026 Election Calendar

Property Assessment and Taxation Calendar
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