
February 9, 2024

District Meeting Registration
Southeast - Thursday, March 14th - Southeast Community College Career Academy, Lincoln

Northeast - Friday, March 15th - Northeast Community College Lifelong Learning Center,
Norfolk

Central - Thursday, March 21st - Holthus Convention Center, York

Panhandle - Wednesday, March 27th - Prairie Winds Community Center, Bridgeport

West Central - Thursday, March 28th - Quality Inn & Conference Center - Ogallala

General Agenda for District Meetings
- Registration - 8:00 - 9:00 am
- Business Meeting - 9:00 - 10:15 am
- Affiliate Breakout Sessions - 10:15 am - 12:00 pm
- Lunch - 12:00 -1:00 pm

Registration Open Now

Full agendas coming later this month.

Registration

NACO Scholarship Application
To be considered, students must complete the required application form, submit a
seven-semester transcript from an accredited Nebraska high school and prepare a

https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/calendar/2024/3


written essay on the importance of county government.

Scholarship recipients must plan to attend a post-secondary educational institution
within the state of Nebraska and may use the NACO scholarship for any costs
associated with their continuing education.

Applications are due March 15, 2024.

Click Here for the Application and More Information

NACO West Update
Work continues on the sheathing and framing.

https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/scholarship.html






USDOT announces Bridge Investment Program
On December 20, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) announced $9.7
billion in funding for the Bridge Investment Program (BIP) through Fiscal Year (FY) 2026.
The BIP is a competitive grant program focused on rehabilitating existing bridges to
reduce the number of bridges in poor condition and bridges in fair condition at risk of
falling into poor condition. 

Are counties eligible?

Yes. The BIP has expanded eligibility so that local government entities, including
counties, are eligible to apply directly to USDOT. Counties can apply for the regular
bridge and planning funding here, and the large bridge funding here. 

What can counties use the Bridge Investment Program funding for? 

There are three project categories within the BIP: large bridge, regular bridge, and
planning. 

Large Bridge

Projects that cost more than $100 million

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/bip/index.cfm
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/351567
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/350332


Maximum award amount is 50% of total costs

Minimum award amount is $50 million

2022 recipients listed here

Regular Bridge

Projects that cost less than $100 million

Maximum award amount is 80% of total project costs

90% if the bridge is an off-system bridge

Minimum award amount is $2.5 million

2022 recipients listed here

Planning

$20 million is set aside for planning projects

Maximum award is 80% of total project costs

2022 recipients listed here

When is the application due?

The application deadlines for FY2023-FY2026 are listed below.

Large Bridge

FY2025: August 1, 2024

FY2026: August 1, 2025

Regular Bridge

FY2023/FY2024: March 19, 2024

FY2025: November 1, 2024

FY2026: November 1, 2025

Planning

FY2023/FY2024: February 19, 2024

FY2025: October 1, 2024

FY2026: October 1, 2025

Additional Resources

A fact sheet about the BIP can be found here. Answers to frequently asked questions
can be found here. For information about other funding opportunities through the

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/bip/largebridgegrants2022/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/bip/bridgegrants2022/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/bip/planninggrants2022/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/bip_factsheet.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/bip/qa.cfm
https://www.naco.org/resources/implementing-infrastructure-investments-county-level


Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL/P.L. 117-58), see NACo's funding matrix for counties. 

Source: National Association of Counties (NACo)

https://www.naco.org/news/usdot-announces-bridge-investment-program

FEMA Seeks Volunteers for Virtual BRIC National
Review Panels

FEMA is seeking volunteers from state, local, tribal and territorial governments and
other federal agencies to participate on the Building Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities (BRIC) virtual national review panels. 

The agency is accepting Expression of Interest forms from Jan. 8, 2024–Feb. 15, 2024.
These volunteers will leverage their mitigation experience and expertise to determine
how subapplications meet BRIC qualitative evaluation criteria.

The virtual panels will run April 8 – May 3, 2024 on Zoom. Panelists will serve 30 hours
on one weekly panel from 10 a.m.–5 p.m. ET plus a three-hour training.

FEMA anticipates that participants on the panels will commit eight hours a day over the
course of five business days. All reviews will be conducted virtually and there is no
compensation for participating on the panels.

The agency anticipates participation in these panels will strengthen the BRIC review
process by ensuring it is transparent, equitable and inclusive. It will also offer insight
into new and creative ways communities are addressing different hazards, an
expanded network of individuals and a fresh look at ways to contribute to community
disaster resilience.

For more information, visit the BRIC webpage on FEMA.gov.

ICS Training for Senior and Elected Officials
Free, virtual training opportunity:

ICS 402 – NIMS Overview for Senior Officials

TIME:

March 15, 2024 (Friday) 0900 – 1300 CST

 Description
The purpose of this course is an overview to familiarize Executives/Senior Officials
(elected officials, city/county managers, agency administrators, etc.) with incident
Command System (ICS) principles and their role in supporting incident management.
 Designed for executives, administrators and policy makers, ICS for Executives
introduces the Incident Command System (ICS) concepts and provides an orientation

https://www.naco.org/resources/implementing-infrastructure-investments-county-level
https://www.naco.org/news/usdot-announces-bridge-investment-program
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8V7ZKZ3
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities/when-apply#qualitative-criteria
http://www.fema.gov/BRIC
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities


for executive understanding and participation in ICS. This course describes the history,
features and principles, and organizational structure of the Incident Command System,
including relationships between the Incident Commanders and Agency Executives.
Additional courses are available to learn more about ICS. Further ICS courses and
experience are required to qualify for serving in any of the ICS Command and General
Staff positions.

Specific Course Topics
Basic concepts, organization, and terminology of Incident Command System (ICS)
ICS applications
Role of an Executive/Senior Official relative to the ICS
Major responsibilities of an Executive/Senior Official as related to an incident
Functional responsibilities of the Command and General Staffs
Issues that influence incident complexity and the tools available to analyze complexity
Differences between on-incident ICS organizations and activities and the activities
accomplished by Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs), Area Commands, and Multi-
Agency Coordination Systems (MACS)
Types of agency(ies) policies and guidelines that influence management of incident or
event activities

Target Audience
Executives and Senior Officials (including elected officials, city/county managers, agency
administrators, etc.) who establish or implement policy, but who are normally not part of
the on-scene ICS organization.

Prerequisites
None

The link for the course will be sent out 5 days prior to class.  To get on the list, please
send an email to Michael.gibson@nebraska.gov.  In the subject line please put “402 ICS
for Senior Officials”

The deadline to register is February 22, 2024.

Safe Streets 4 All (SS4A) Funding Opportunity
Webinar

On Thursday, February 22, 2024, from 10 a.m.-11 a.m. (Central Time), NACO will be
facilitating a webinar on the Safe Streets for All (SS4A) grants. These grants are awarded

mailto:Michael.gibson@nebraska.gov


on a competitive basis to support planning, infrastructure, behavioral, and operations
initiatives to prevent death and serious injury on roads and streets involving all roadway
users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, public transportation, personal conveyance, and
micromobility users, motorists, and commercial vehicle operators.

The webinar will include:

-An overview the program

-Specific details about eligibility and applying

-Insight from the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) and the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA)

-Testimonials from prior applicants about success and challenges

Notably, counties can use SS4A funds not just for outright construction projects, but also
for planning and demonstration grants, as well as for developing community safety
action plans (which can then be used as part of future grant applications).

Webinar Information:

When: Feb 22, 2024, 10:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)

Topic: Safe Streets 4 All (SS4A) Funding Opportunity Webinar

Register in advance for this webinar:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AhxNgW-IS9uUih6Um_tavQ

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about
joining the webinar.

For questions, contact Luke Bonkiewicz, luke.bonkiewicz@nebraskacounties.org.

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program

USDOT announced the FY24 RAISE Grant application which makes $1.5B available to
state, local and tribal governments for projects "for planning or constructing surface
transportation infrastructure projects that will improve safety; environmental
sustainability; quality of life; mobility and community connectivity; economic
competitiveness and opportunity including tourism; state of good repair; partnership
and collaboration; and innovation".

The deadline is February 28, 2024. 

The NOFO is here and additional information about RAISE is here. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AhxNgW-IS9uUih6Um_tavQ
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2023-11/RAISE%202024%20NOFO%2011.30.23.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/raise-nofo


BRIC Direct Technical Assistance
The Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities non-financial Direct Technical
Assistance (BRIC DTA) request form submission deadline is approaching on February
29, 2024, 2 p.m. Central Time.

FEMA established the BRIC DTA initiative to provide non-financial technical support to
tribal nations and underserved communities that are disproportionally impacted by
natural hazard disasters and have fewer resources to address resilience needs. BRIC
DTA services can include broad planning and capacity-building support, community
engagement and communications, and partnership building, as well as hands-on
technical assistance in mitigation alternatives development, project design (including
engineering and cost estimation), application assistance, financing strategies, grants
writing and grants management.

To apply, communities and tribal nations should send a request through the online
submission BRIC DTA Request Form and email it to fema-bric-dta-
submission@fema.dhs.gov.  There is no requirement for a previous BRIC grant sub-
application or award, or an approved hazard mitigation plan, to be considered for
participation. To learn more about the BRIC DTA program and the application, please
make sure to review the webpage BRIC Direct Technical Assistance | FEMA.gov and the
Program Support Material Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Direct
Technical Assistance.

If you have any questions, please direct them to:  fema-r7-bric-dta-
outreach@fema.dhs.gov

FY 2023 Assistance to Firefighters Grant
Application Period Open for $324 Million

FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell announced the opening of the latest application
period for the Fiscal Year 2023 Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) program, which will
award $324 million to enhance the safety of the public and firefighters nationwide
against fire-related deaths and hazards.

Applications Must be Submitted by March 8

During 2023, there were nearly 2,300 home fire fatalities in the United States, including
85 firefighters. To help keep communities and firefighters safer, FEMA is announcing
new funding for critically needed resources to better equip and train emergency
response personnel, enhance operational efficiencies, foster communications
interoperability between emergency responders, and support community risk reduction
and resilience. In addition, these grants will provide direct financial assistance to eligible
fire departments, nonaffiliated emergency medical service organizations, and state fire
training academies. The application period will close on Friday, March 8, 2024, at 5 p.m.
ET.

https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_form-ff-206-fy-22-155
mailto:fema-bric-dta-submission@fema.dhs.gov
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities/direct-technical-assistance
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_hma_bric-dta-fy23.pdf
http://fema-r7-bric-dta-outreach@fema.dhs.gov/


Over the years, AFG funds have had a big impact in communities around the nation
including supporting firefighters from Gloucester City, New Jersey, that saved a 14-year-
old boy from drowning after he fell off a train trestle into swift water, thanks to
Swiftwater Rescue Training and equipment paid for by an AFG grant.

In Topeka, Kansas, a thermal imaging camera purchased with an AFG grant prevented
two firefighters from falling through a compromised staircase while fighting a housefire.
The Portland (Maine) Fire Department was able to send 50 of its members to the
hospital for screening as part of an ongoing firefighter lung cancer study. A serious lung
abnormality was found in one of the firefighters, fortunately, it was in an early stage and
treatable. Without that early detection, it would have become untreatable and possibly
fatal. These examples represent the impact these funds can have on communities and
FEMA encourages more communities to apply.

Since fiscal year 2001, the AFG has awarded approximately $8.4 billion in grants to
provide critically needed resources help keep firefighters and the public safe from fires
and fire-related hazards. Although the available funding for FY 2023 AFG is $324 million,
the total amount appropriated under the Department of Homeland Security
Appropriations Act, 2023, Pub. L. No. 117 - 328 is $360 million. However, to meet the
statutory requirements of the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act, $36 million (10%)
of these “available grant funds” will be awarded later this year under the FY 2023 Fire
Prevention and Safety program.

This year’s AFG Notice of Funding Opportunity was released on Jan. 22, 2024. The
funding notice and technical assistance documents for this program are available at
www.grants.gov and on the FEMA website. Additional information about upcoming
webinars to assist applicants is also available on the FEMA website.
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