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Funding Terminated for Digital Equity Capacity

Effective May 9, 2025, the U.S. Department of Commerce National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST) has terminated the $6.5M in funding for the Digital Equity Capacity
(DECAP). Click here to learn more.

There is no impact to the Broadband, Equity, Access and Deployment (BEAD) program.
County Board Chairs, County Attorneys, County Engineers and County Highway
Superintendents will be receiving zoom invite(s) from NACO to discuss the status of BEAD
Projects and Broadband Readiness planning.

Registration for County Board Workshop Closes
Soon!

Don't forget to register for the 2025 County Board Workshop! Registration closes May 28.
Attendees can look forward to two days of informative presentations and collaborative
discussions, including a great presentation from Tim Wynn from Perfect Rules Inc. County
Board members can also receive 8 continuing education credit hours to count toward
their NACO County Board Certification.

The workshop will be held Wednesday, June 4-Thursday, June 5 at the Younes Center North in
Kearney. Make sure to join us Wednesday night for our banquet, awards, Pitch tournament,
and featured keynote speaker Tom Turcich - the man who walked around the world. We also
have a great lineup of sponsors, business members, and vendors that you can network with in
our exhibit hall. Click the button below to register!

Register Here



https://www.naco.org/news/ntia-terminates-digital-equity-act-grants
https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2025/06/05/county-board-workshop/501932
https://www.perfectrules.com/professional-services
https://www.tomturcich.com/
https://nebraskacounties.org/about_naco/event-calendar.html/event/2025/06/05/county-board-workshop/501932

Limited Time Offer: Inside Nebraska Courthouses

Inside Nebraska Courthouses by Dean B. Settle and Harriet R. Grossbart is a celebration of
Nebraska's cultural and architectural legacy. Through short narratives, photographs, and illustrations
specific to the state’s 93 counties, it offers a unique window into the landmarks that define the
state. A must-have for anyone who appreciates regional history, architecture, or the stories that

shape a place.

Click here to order your copy!
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Mental Health Awareness Month - NACo
Resources & Tools


https://insidenebraskacourthouses.com/#buy
https://insidenebraskacourthouses.com/#buy
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My organization is proud to celebrate

Mental Health
Awareness Month

In partnership with the National Council for Mental Wellbeing, NACo is proud to continue
celebrating Mental Health Awareness Month and promoting mental wellbeing for our County
members and workforces.

Learn how you can help your colleagues, or even yourself, take advantage of the resources
available from NACo EDGE including this month's webinar, talking points for your
organization to help foster a stigma-free environment and navigate open dialogue,
downloadable self-help tools on mindfulness, and learning more about our Mental Health
First Aid training.

You can learn more about NACo's partnership with the National Council for Mental Wellbeing
by clicking_here.

Upcoming Savi Student Loan Webinars

The Department of Education announced that involuntary collections on student loans
resumed on May 5, 2025, for the first time in five years.

Currently, more than 5 million borrowers are in default. Another 4 million borrowers are in
late-stage delinquency, and the Department of Education expects them to default by the end
of this month.

Student loan default has serious consequences, including employer wage garnishment, tax
refund seizure, social security offset, or damage to credit scores. Employer HR will start
receiving letters from the government requiring them to garnish up to 15% of employees’
paychecks.

With so many borrowers at risk, the resumption of collections will directly impact your
communities, and it's critical that your team is prepared. To help, Savi is hosting a Stakeholder


https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/inline/10ce2373-5876-4373-b93d-cfea60ae1e84
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctrk.klclick1.com%2Fl%2F01JV588SGMCSMX289EJ1R8RTS4_2&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C9d7cc01112964730b8dd08dd923e645b%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638827518866046756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8TlvGQwBLHCF%2BDoJyVGH4DG3ZXtL45tSccB%2BI3xmfv0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.naco.org/event/languishing-flourishing-strategies-county-professionals-reclaim-joy-and-wellbeing-naco-edge?utm_source=Klaviyo&utm_medium=campaign&_kx=0hfJk1YbcsEbtug7yBUYJZMV5O0ON_pF6siSdKOA7STohG-zkhj2hbJvp3hGMSOJ.Y5m8kX
https://edge.naco.org/mental-health-first-aid/?_kx=0hfJk1YbcsEbtug7yBUYJZMV5O0ON_pF6siSdKOA7STohG-zkhj2hbJvp3hGMSOJ.Y5m8kX
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvv5r04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FI6%2B23284%2FcVV5R04%2FJks4YGXpW69t95C6lZ3kVW4Tg9Ld6s3ydTW50NYvT5SmbfDN6cg3M1NQWxMV68w0c1qThLzW6LKnB127s7MSW7hnv694x7MFWW66mVXP4QdjjLW8FYzdJ1WJJHTW2f6r3w8J4w0GW3pC6-Q4xN4Q-N1nW65HYj3JtW2gq8Y83mxxTNN2PVffmDpp92W8ZT9gQ7M-Ps7W7XqDwG9d6k92W58V0qX5dg4MpN2b5hfjNZMc0W6B70m75mjzbkW75sr5q89CTKKW2Rwhpt8kmknJW7F80_D5dSG72W6WTZp27JSkXQW26LpRk7S__kQW46J7JK6DJXmFW3XtGbN2xSdRKW9bYhkt6Gs8lYW3RxGwp921p2KW2jk9Lj4k5DqnW7kj5LJ37j99GW2DX8-92_n5Y-N4_m2D_r5v-_W8Q7-JQ3R542PW2-TzFn6K3kbKW6c10my1-_9pNW7_6hZ-2HqmpCVm12zB322djNf8j6TtY04&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cdbca54bd3ab948e229dc08dd8fd3e22f%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638824862370381216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mFzygGaixbJYqthaPk6llaVD4r3p1Omb4eOqpDytqq0%3D&reserved=0

Network Briefing call to share more information and answer your questions. You can register
for the upcoming webinar below:

June 5th, 2025 at Jpm CT: Our Monthly NACo webinar: The Current State of Student Debt

If you register for the webinar and can not attend, a recording will be shared afterward.

New Pharmacy Benefit Management Coalition &
Benefit Cost-Savings for Nebraska Counties

As a dedicated partner in strengthening Nebraska counties, NACO is excited to announce a
new collaboration with the National Association of Counties’ Public Promise Insurance
Agency (NACo PPI) to offer a powerful pharmacy benefit management (PBM) solution
tailored specifically for counties.

Through this partnership, Nebraska counties can now access the NACo Pharmacy Benefit
Management Coalition, which leverages the collective purchasing power of 3.6 million county
employees nationwide to negotiate lower prescription drug costs. Designed exclusively for
counties and county pools managing self-insured health plans, with at least 1000 covered
lives, this PBM Coalition offers strong multi-year pricing guarantees and delivers an estimated
15%-30% savings on annual prescription drug plans. Explore this opportunity and consider
how it could enhance your county’s benefits plan and cost-savings opportunities by visiting
the links below.

For more details on the NACo PBM Coalition, please visit edge.naco.org/public-promise-
insurance/ or the NACO website.

P Public
Promise
Insurance

—  Powered by~ “; ACo

Cyber Security Key Points: Al Procurement

Click the flyer below to download.


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvv5r04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FI6%2B23284%2FcVV5R04%2FJlF2-6qcW8wLKSR6lZ3kqW3Jr2dz2wRyY0W4YW-yS823QH2W579RpK5tSV23W4dS-wv8Ks-vQW6yXwgd9lwyVQW3bNqFG1nR1M_W2rLYTq91506sVdWdnX7rg6pzVb5Qf13rHNgPN83mrSzvScN7W8kYrk75F07c8W701h3V7gJzskW8XCccg17JxnDW6vSRzp2wVdNMW3F8DLm8S9JHsW61h7nb4vJGMJN2838RZWkHLBW6TWLv46kQFw8VBVlq86_Sh1zVnq0MH30fsL2W4X6Thk2p427nW8SmQzN34BDDvW6Xjxtk4C_HyXW5s4xBh91ydJYN3nmgDMdC1R5V617pJ3gqswKW1CYdQ79cgQJ5W432_CX6N-cfGf2mbbWs04&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cdbca54bd3ab948e229dc08dd8fd3e22f%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638824862370427331%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TN82vW1JqmYgUpmxienkiB5L6o9rD6tZ1QYUYXmW7a0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvv5r04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FI6%2B23284%2FcVV5R04%2FJlF2-6qcW8wLKSR6lZ3kqW3Jr2dz2wRyY0W4YW-yS823QH2W579RpK5tSV23W4dS-wv8Ks-vQW6yXwgd9lwyVQW3bNqFG1nR1M_W2rLYTq91506sVdWdnX7rg6pzVb5Qf13rHNgPN83mrSzvScN7W8kYrk75F07c8W701h3V7gJzskW8XCccg17JxnDW6vSRzp2wVdNMW3F8DLm8S9JHsW61h7nb4vJGMJN2838RZWkHLBW6TWLv46kQFw8VBVlq86_Sh1zVnq0MH30fsL2W4X6Thk2p427nW8SmQzN34BDDvW6Xjxtk4C_HyXW5s4xBh91ydJYN3nmgDMdC1R5V617pJ3gqswKW1CYdQ79cgQJ5W432_CX6N-cfGf2mbbWs04&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cdbca54bd3ab948e229dc08dd8fd3e22f%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638824862370442277%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ir6kgfHr4ahol8pT5i67Ewy%2B5F5NtB2vssGxUcNbq28%3D&reserved=0
https://edge.naco.org/public-promise-insurance/
https://nebraskacounties.org/services/partner-provided-services.html/title/public-promise-insurance-pharmacy-benefit-management-coalition-

CYBER SECURITY
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From the County

Network Security
Cooperative

Al Procurement

Questions & Strategic Considerations when

adopting Al:

» \What are the Specific Needs & Goals?
+ \What are the data requirements?

* \WVhat are the ethical considerations?

s What is the total cost of ownership?
 What are the vendor qualifications?

Ethical Considerations NS o .

o Evaluate potential biases in Al models.
o Verify transparency and accountability in
Al decision-making.
o Ensure constituent data remains
protected by verifying it is not used to \ Y
train models available to others. F2” _aND-
o Conduct a security assessment and
ensure Al solutions follow ethical coding

standards.

o Ensure data privacy and security

i

—

(CYBER sEcuRmY

Key Factors

to Evaluate

» Regulatory Compliance:
Assure Al solutions comply
with local, state, and federal
regulations.

> Integration with Existing
Systems: Assess how the
Al solution will integrate with
current IT infrastructure.

> Scalability: Ensure the Al
solution can scale with the
growing needs of your
county.

» Training & Support: Plan
for training staff and ongoing
support from the vendor.

> Risk Management: [dentify

Potential Public Service Enhancements ootential risks up front and
have a game plan.

¢ Public Safety (predictive policing to allocate
resources effectively)

¢ Infrastructure Management (predictive
maintenance, traffic management)

e Citizen Services (virtual assistants for 24/7
citizen support)

¢ Administrative Efficiency (data analysis and
decision support, automating routine tasks
such as document processing)

¢ Public Health (chatbots for broadcasting
public health information)

The County Metwork Security Cooperative

measures are in place.
o Evaluate the return on investment and Disclaimer: This document reflects current guidance and is subject to change due

vet each vendor's experience/expertise.

to the evolving cyber security environment.

NACO Elite Business Member Spotlight: First

Concord Benefits Group


https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/dff68af4-68ac-4513-a230-8a244038d578

Check out our Elite Business Member Spotlight, First Concord Benefits Group!

First Concord builds employee benefit programs that are easy to implement and maintain!
Check out their website to learn more.

first CONCORD

Benefits Group

WE ARE A PLAN SERVICE
PROVIDER with a passion

for simplicity and people
AN

NACO

ENDORSED

First Concord Benefits Group breaks down the complexities of
consumer-directed benefits and simplifies the administration of
pre-tax benefits by calling on decades of expertise and a reputation
for outstanding client service. We’re proud to be NACO-endorsed.

Our NACO-endorsed Programs

Cash In Lieu Section 125 Deductible Buy-Down
Cashin Lieu (CIL) is a A benefit provided to This solution can save
program under our Flexible employees allowing them to counties thousands of dollars
Retiree Plans created set aside a certain amount in premium costs and quickly
specifically by First Concord of pre-tax income, which provide reimbursement
Benefits Group for NACO can then be used during dollars to employees.
members to help control the the year to be reimbursed

rising cost of health care. for qualified healthcare and

dependent care expenses.

Contact us to learn more:

Firt Concorde® Benelis Group. Al Rghts Reserved. www .firs tconcord.com (800) 206-9942


https://www.firstconcord.com/
https://www.firstconcord.com/
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https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/become-a-naco-business-member.html
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Legislative Newsletter

County Employment Opportunities

Legal Calendar

Need to Update Your Email Information For This Newsletter?

Click 'Manage' in the options below.

Opt Out
Sign up

Subscribe to our email list.


https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/advocacy.html
https://nebraskacounties.org/nebraska-counties/county-employment-opportunities.html
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/3d5fb/092a899acfa0710495ac38151b159139/1-1-2025_to_12-31-2025_Calendar.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/nebraskacounties
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGQDA6LHb-8QF560_oo95Iw
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1969877/1953209.540602809/
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1969877/1953209/?v=a

