
June 13, 2025

Articles of Interest: Nebraska County News

KOLN:  In a letter to Governor Jim Pillen, USDA Deputy Under Secretary Brooke Appleton
announced that twelve Nebraska counties have been designated as disaster areas due to
the recent drought.
Rural Prosperity Nebraska: "Community Leaders Complete County Official Online Learning
Network Course"
Jefferson County officials spoke with News Channel Nebraska about the annual budget
process and the challenges counties face in maintaining essential services amid rising
costs.

Submit Your Photos of Nebraska's Wildlife
Wonders by August 1st!

NACO is hosting a photography contest!

NACO will select 13 winning photographs which will be featured in our annual calendar. Each
winner will receive a calendar and a NACO swag bag! The GRAND PRIZE WINNER will receive
$100 and be featured on the cover!

There's more! Even if your photograph does not win, it may still be featured in a number of
NACO publications, including the official website and social media.

How to Submit Entries

First, review the rules!

Then, take a spectacular photo of a native plant or animal somewhere in a Nebraska county
(but see rules for resolution requirements!)

Finally, submit your photo(s) here (limit of 3 photographs)

For more information about photo resolution using an iPhone, click here.

https://www.1011now.com/2025/06/11/12-nebraska-counties-designated-disaster-areas-due-recent-drought/
https://ruralprosperityne.unl.edu/news/community-leaders-complete-county-official-online-learning-network-course/
https://northeast.newschannelnebraska.com/story/52841736/jefferson-county-braces-for-annual-budget-review-process
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fj6pr1i%2F31jz2mkk%2Ffj54us&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7Cd43935ccb24b4f713c4f08dd6e0d5f4f%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638787725910630097%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9vLMGSj0%2FGlwbqCTPVSXLXjIup7X7kcbGZa9fAm0mpM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fj6pr1i%2F31jz2mkk%2Fvb64us&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7Cd43935ccb24b4f713c4f08dd6e0d5f4f%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638787725910645390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f9jX5NE8DcWP8bhcrMInULkoG6d0hiLRtiOgq%2Bjm%2B3g%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fj6pr1i%2F31jz2mkk%2Fb464us&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7Cd43935ccb24b4f713c4f08dd6e0d5f4f%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638787725910660760%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=smi5Q2YANo3qt3ti1%2FM%2FbdWswISaQdddZ6J4qrOgj6k%3D&reserved=0


For more information about photo resolution using an Android, click here.

Questions?

Contact Luke Bonkiewicz at Luke.Bonkiewicz@NebraskaCounties.org.

NACO Benefit Services: Medicare Enrollment
Guidelines

The NACO Benefit Services Division has created a guide to help Medicare customers better
understand how to start the enrollment process. Click here to view the guide.

View the Medicare Enrollment Guide Here

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fj6pr1i%2F31jz2mkk%2Frw74us&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.franken@nebraskacounties.org%7Cd43935ccb24b4f713c4f08dd6e0d5f4f%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638787725910674889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dlF%2Fvpe1EK8Wx1D8WMlEY7IOKgpz03%2F%2BGGH7x6KElu4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Luke.Bonkiewicz@NebraskaCounties.org
https://nebraskacounties.org/naco-photography-contests/photography-contest.html
https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/inline/99d8fcda-0b78-4230-bdcc-74b64b2e1b02
https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/inline/99d8fcda-0b78-4230-bdcc-74b64b2e1b02


Register for the NACO Institute of Excellence!

Don't miss your chance to connect with your peers and strengthen your leadership skills
through the NACO Institute of Excellence program! The program is a great opportunity for
county officials to collaborate, learn, and grow as leaders. Click here to register!

DEADLINE TODAY: Resolutions and Platform
Changes for the 2025 NACo Annual Conference

In preparation for NACo's 90th Annual Conference & Expo, we encourage members to get

http://go.unl.edu/NACOIOE
http://go.unl.edu/NACOIOE


involved and have your voice heard in Washington by submitting a policy resolution or
platform change. 

All policy resolutions and platform changes must be submitted electronically using the form
on this page by June 13.

The American County Platform is NACo’s permanent policy document, which can be
amended at the annual meeting. 

Platform changes are permanent amendments to the American County Platform that broadly
guide NACo's federal advocacy efforts and publicly state NACo's general policy goals. To
submit a platform change, please upload a Word document here. Please upload a document
that utilizes the "track changes" feature to denote any additions or removals from the
American County Platform. 

Policy resolutions are generally single-purpose documents addressing a specific issue or
piece of legislation. Resolutions draw attention to a topic of current concern, clarify parts of
the broadly worded platform, or set policy in areas not covered by the platform. All interim
policy resolutions submitted at the 2025 Legislative Conference must be renewed. To submit
a policy resolution, please utilize this portal.

Contact our Government Affairs staff with any questions regarding the policy resolution
process.

Grant Management Training in Omaha, NE - July
10-11, 2025

Omaha Police Department and Grant Writing USA will present a two-day grant management
workshop in Omaha, NE - July 10-11, 2025. This in-person training is for grant recipient
organizations across all disciplines.  Attend this class and you'll learn how to administer
government grants and stay in compliance with applicable rules and regulations.

For event details visit: https://grantstraining.com/ne0725

Beginning and experienced grant managers, grant writers and administrators from city,
county and state agencies, healthcare organizations, nonprofits, K-12, colleges and universities
are encouraged to attend.

Tuition is $595 and includes Grant Writing USA's 500-page grant management workbook and
reference guide.  We are offering you a $100 discount, making your tuition $495. Please
use the code "Special100" at the time of registration. 

All health and safety guidelines will be followed. Online reservations are necessary. Payment is
not required at the time of registration. City, county, and state agencies have 30 days after
the training to pay.

Contacts:

Tammy Pitts
Grant Writing USA

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2FIrLjx5aOc0OO-JBj2r0CAAIAAAA%3Ftarget%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.naco.org%25252Fevent%25252F2025-naco-annual-conference-exposition%25252Finfo-resolutions-and-platform-changes%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26digest%3DXZD5Gnku1LPHLDd%252BAMVySZ%252BjVW56ACQ3a1TPPm00QMc%253D%26secretVersion%3Da587597bbd2d4ba3bb4334f6d8be15ee&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cb6115938a0f04458dd2908dda9316815%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638852751848945227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IGbaRtsz23dt%2FQ4xKanpZ%2F6thEOaYst%2Fcg7GNOcttWs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2FIrLjx5aOc0OO-JBj2r0CAAMAAAA%3Ftarget%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fnaco.sharefile.com%25252Fshare%25252Fview%25252Fsd19a5e4473834ab5a36769e005331e11%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26digest%3D3zUhsdhU6YVUVZOYp%252F94Q0cL%252BT3a%252FiBEuGaRGiWVdto%253D%26secretVersion%3Da587597bbd2d4ba3bb4334f6d8be15ee&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cb6115938a0f04458dd2908dda9316815%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638852751848964084%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uBucdAIXqFNTBBU9yT15WED9xFsC65vALAziOf4uEv8%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2FIrLjx5aOc0OO-JBj2r0CAAUAAAA%3Ftarget%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.naco.org%25252Fevent%25252F2025-naco-annual-conference-exposition%25252Finfo-resolutions-and-platform-changes%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26digest%3DXZD5Gnku1LPHLDd%252BAMVySZ%252BjVW56ACQ3a1TPPm00QMc%253D%26secretVersion%3Da587597bbd2d4ba3bb4334f6d8be15ee&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cb6115938a0f04458dd2908dda9316815%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C638852751849000051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rCmsBRMRQ%2Bx3BaITxcvZEe8zPF%2FY6NlnOKGk%2FH%2BDwZM%3D&reserved=0
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888.435.7281 toll free
tammy@grantwritingusa.com

Department of Economic Development to Host 6
Forums Across Nebraska

This summer, the Nebraska Department of Economic Development is hosting 6 forums across
the state to provide an update on the agency’s work and to gather input from local leaders. 

June 23 – Wayne

July 7 – Nebraska City

July 14 – Wayne

July 28 - Ogallala

July 29 - Chadron

July 30 - Imperial

Details for the upcoming forum in Wayne are included in the invitation below:

NACO Elite Business Member Spotlight:
Contractor Services Inc.

mailto:tammy@grantwritingusa.com


Check out our Elite Business Member Spotlight, Contractor Services Inc.! Head to the CSI
website to learn more!

https://csitraffic.com/


NACO Business Memberships

https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/become-a-naco-business-member.html
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