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County Board Members Attend 2026 NACO County
Board Workshop

This week, county board members from across Nebraska attended the 2026 NACO County
Board Workshop, where they participated in educational sessions, connected with their
peers, and networked with associations and businesses.

On Wednesday, June 3rd, NACO hosted a Land Use Permit Forum that highlighted the work
of the LB663/Land Use Committee in developing accessible data tools and best practices to
support Nebraska counties in making informed permitting decisions. Experts led discussions
on livestock, energy, and broadband infrastructure, and attendees gave feedback that
informed the continued development of the toolkit. Nebraska State Senators Stan Clouse and
Tanya Storer gave overviews of current legislative interest in county land use, local control,
development pressures, and state policy considerations.

The workshop’s other educational sessions addressed recent challenges faced by counties,
including a wildfire response and recovery discussion that explored key takeaways from this
spring’s historic Nebraska wildfires. Participants heard about what worked well, where
significant challenges arose, and the role of communication systems during disaster
response. Board members also attended a session on navigating labor and HR issues, a
Nebraska EMS Task Force update, and a fireside chat between NACO Executive Director Jon
Cannon and Nebraska State Senator Paul Strommen.

On Wednesday evening, NACO recognized 21 county board members for earning their County
Board Member Certification, which requires 30 credit hours of educational workshops and
training sessions over two years.

NACO is pleased to announce that Holt County Supervisor Bill Tielke won the 2026
Outstanding County Board Member of the Year Award after being nominated and selected by
fellow county officials. Joined by his family, Supervisor Tielke was presented with the award at
Wednesday night’s banquet.

https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/blog.html/article/2026/05/18/naco-lb663-committee-developing-toolkit-to-support-county-land-use-issues




Congratulations to the Recipients of the 2026
NACO Scholarship!



Joint Public Hearing Refresher Webinar

Join us on July 24 at 2:00 p.m. Central Time for a refresher webinar reviewing new
legislation, preparing the pink postcard, and conducting the joint public hearing.

Register Here

USDA Announces $44 million in Rural Broadband
Connectivity Grant Opportunities for FY 2026

On May 13, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced available grant funding under
the Community Connect Grant Program for Fiscal Year (FY) 2026. Earlier this month, USDA also
released a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT)
Grant Program for FY 2026. In total, $44 million is available in financial assistance between these
two programs. 

Together, both programs provide opportunities to help rural communities expand broadband
access, strengthen telehealth services, and improve educational opportunities across rural America.
Eligible applicants for grant funding include counties, internet service providers, and other eligible
entities. 

Visit NACo's website to learn more about these funding opportunities.

NACo: USDA Grant Opportunities

Surface Transportation: BUILD America 250 Act
Introduced with Major County Wins 

NACo secured the introduction of the BUILD America 250 Act (H.R. 8870), the surface
transportation reauthorization package, which includes significant wins for counties. The
legislation incorporates the Bridges and Safety Infrastructure for Community Success
(BASICS) Act, guaranteeing direct, formula-based federal funding for county-owned roads
and bridges — a top NACo priority. The bill's introduction was timed alongside NACo's
Infrastructure Fly-In, where county officials met directly with members of Congress and
committee staff to press for county priorities ahead of markup. Current surface transportation
law expires September 30, 2026. Use NACo's template letter to contact your U.S. House
representative to express support for the BUILD America 250 Act (H.R. 8870) and urge them
to revise or remove the heavier truck pilot program provision before a final floor vote. Click the
button below to read more.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xUdiU6sCTm6V_WyDgCkuKg
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-05-13/pdf/2026-09555.pdf?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/b66765e2-37d0-411a-a66d-6f822d8b07fd/attachments/1e36ef4c-fec1-4051-bed3-2c9983511e7b/FY2026_DLT_NOFO.pdf
https://www.naco.org/news/usda-announces-44-million-rural-broadband-connectivity-grant-opportunities-fy-2026#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=6a2425ec-a27d-4168-83b2-42c244d30100
https://www.naco.org/news/usda-announces-44-million-rural-broadband-connectivity-grant-opportunities-fy-2026#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=6a2425ec-a27d-4168-83b2-42c244d30100
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2FhfH8cGGJL0e_UPv7Vl4DAAEAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Ftransportation.house.gov%25252Fuploadedfiles%25252Fbuild_america_250_act_bill_text.pdf%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3D%252F7Q2Zo6wtbkxq%252BWgX8Qz5zgT2wKQk%252F25J0xVnxvy1Gk%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cbc98653bc8674de4a3eb08dec0185bf6%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639159408089893843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j3WBzH0mUd%2FGhQcULGUO9PugDfSMj1QWGq2ww0fBUeA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2FhfH8cGGJL0e_UPv7Vl4DAAIAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fnaco.sharefile.com%25252Fd-s00e9d4e44c564e9db9fed6b41158d011%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DmWdVt%252FyAgHS5tCz01yU1%252FFDQwcpu9olDcndPZgBcTdw%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cbc98653bc8674de4a3eb08dec0185bf6%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639159408089920720%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bvB0lDCcSsthawLxDZYrMx%2BioJhq564RfrAmLAZNfOs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F227b4c5a-99e5-4698-be04-ef85d0384bf3%2Fr%2FhfH8cGGJL0e_UPv7Vl4DAAMAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Ftransportation.house.gov%25252Fuploadedfiles%25252Fbuild_america_250_act_bill_text.pdf%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3D%252F7Q2Zo6wtbkxq%252BWgX8Qz5zgT2wKQk%252F25J0xVnxvy1Gk%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7Cbc98653bc8674de4a3eb08dec0185bf6%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639159408089939641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=869j2ySaQaja8kei5FOjLV4wgQnALgOsfAnXsoAiU3M%3D&reserved=0


Surface Transportation Next Steps

AFAN Scholarship for North American Manure
Expo Available to County Officials

https://www.naco.org/news/house-transportation-infrastructure-committee-advances-bipartisan-surface-transportation?msdynmkt_trackingcontext=70fcf185-8961-472f-bf50-fbfb565e0300#next


Email Mindy - mindyr@a-fan.org

mailto:


Eakes Office Solutions 2026 County Envelope Sale
Open Until June 30th

Eakes Office Solutions is running a sale on custom-printed business envelopes. Prices listed
below are good through June 30, 2026.

Fill out an order form here!

Eakes Order Form

Strengthen Your Community Impact Through

https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/23fa09ba-c561-4dcc-b821-51f2791f2948
https://nebraskacounties.org/file_download/23fa09ba-c561-4dcc-b821-51f2791f2948


Early Childhood Leadership

The application window is open for the 2025–26 Nebraska Early Childhood Policy Leadership
Academy. This program equips local leaders, including county officials and community
partners, with the tools to engage in public policy discussions affecting child care access,
workforce participation, and community well-being. Join a statewide network working to
strengthen Nebraska communities. Meals, mileage, and lodging expenses are reimbursed.
Applications close June 12. Learn more at https://firstfivenebraska.org/advocacy/pla/.

2026 NACO Business Members

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstfivenebraska.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fpla%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Franken@NebraskaCounties.org%7C7fd7f14a46fa4bae753d08debbf4fe02%7Cd00017f029784fcabf9a350591ac443c%7C0%7C0%7C639154858185677369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L76qDOM10RVhpUh87R7relKeComRz7%2FlcpBN1x5w7AQ%3D&reserved=0


Support provided by our generous business members helps NACO expand our educational
programming for Nebraska county officials. Business members enjoy a number of benefits,
including features on our website and social media pages. We also offer our business
members discounts on sponsorships and 15% off the cost of booking our NACO West Training
Center in Ogallala.

2026 business memberships are still open. Click the button below to learn more.

2026 Business Memberships

https://nebraskacounties.org/resources/become-a-naco-business-member.html
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Legislative Newsletter

County Employment Opportunities

Legal Calendar

2026 Election Calendar

Property Assessment and Taxation Calendar
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